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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
The 21st Century world that our students will become a key part of requires of them a more 
sophisƟcated and diverse set of learning skills than has previously been required of the generaƟons 
that have preceded them. They will be required to analyse, interpret, criƟque, work in isolaƟon and 
collaboraƟvely, show creaƟvity and flexibility, display empathy and sensiƟvity while at the same Ɵme 
uƟlising a higher order repertoire of technology, literacy and numeracy skills that will support and 
enhance their work. 

The curriculum opƟons students will undertake in the senior school of Warilla High School will develop 
these skills and provide the foundaƟons for learning that will be life‐long in nature. It is anƟcipated 
that these students will be selecƟng subjects that appeal to them and for this reason they will have 
success. 

It is important for students to make informed decisions that are based on individual apƟtude, aƫtude 
and capacity. Perhaps even more importantly, subject selecƟons must be made on the best available 
informaƟon about the courses being offered. Head Teachers are experts in the respecƟve subjects 
offered in their KLA’s and should be a point of contact for all students. Students are wise to think 
carefully about the subjects they select and this should NOT be based on the teacher they think will be 
delivering it or what their friends select, as both of these can change very rapidly. 

Subject informaƟon booklets, such as this one, will provide detailed course descripƟons and 
assessment informaƟon, which will become key components of the decisions being made. Read 
carefully, ask quesƟons and only then make a decision. 

Our Careers Advisor, Mr Cairncross, and other staff members will endeavour to ensure the pathways 
individual students are ploƫng for themselves are suitable, realisƟc and reflecƟve of the various NESA 
requirements. 

The subject selecƟon process and transiƟon from Stage 5 to Stage 6 is one that the school 
comprehensively coordinates and works closely with students and families. It is important to ensure 
there is a shared understanding of the protocols that must be followed, irrespecƟve of whether 
students want to undertake an ATAR based or a vocaƟonally orientated program, or for those that 
want to leave both opƟons available. 

I have every confidence that students who heed the advice that is available and make realisƟc and 
informed decisions about paƩerns of study will open for themselves a range of career pathways 
appropriate to both need and apƟtude. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Ms Michelle Brook 

Principal. 
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THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE 
School students in New South Wales generally work towards the Higher School CerƟficate or HSC in 
years 11 and 12. It is the highest level of aƩainment you can reach at school. To be awarded the Higher 
School CerƟficate, students must saƟsfactorily complete courses that meet the paƩern of study set by 
the NSW EducaƟon Standards Authority (NESA). Course compleƟon includes associated pracƟcal, oral 
or project works as well as assessment requirements. Students must also have sat for and made a 
genuine aƩempt at the HSC examinaƟon. 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO DO TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A HSC? 
To be eligible for the award of the HSC, students must: 

a. have completed Year 10, and 
b. have aƩended a government school, an accredited non‐government school, a school outside NSW 

recognised by NESA or a TAFE NSW insƟtute, and 
c. have completed HSC: All My Own Work (AMOW) or its equivalent, and 
d. have demonstrated the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy, and 
e. have saƟsfactorily completed courses that comprise the paƩern of study required by NESA for 

the award of the HSC, and 
f. undertake and make a serious aƩempt at the requisite HSC exams. 

WHAT DOES “SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED” MEAN? 
Students studying an HSC course must make a genuine aƩempt to complete the course requirements. 
It is a maƩer for the teacher’s professional judgement to determine whether a student has made a 
genuine aƩempt to complete the requirements. 

For courses where school‐based assessment marks are submiƩed, students must make a genuine 
aƩempt at assessment tasks that contribute in excess of 50 percent of the available marks. It is 
emphasised that compleƟon of assessment tasks worth exactly 50 percent is not sufficient; tasks worth 
in excess of 50 percent must be aƩempted. Furthermore, the student must fulfil the course compleƟon 
criteria.  

A course will not be listed on the RoSA unless both of these condiƟons are met.  

In the case of competency‐based courses, where a student has not successfully completed any units of 
competency, it is a maƩer for the teacher’s professional judgement to determine whether the 
aƩempts made by the student to complete the course are genuine.  

Where students are studying an HSC course that includes a requisite examinaƟon, students must sit 
for and make a genuine aƩempt at the examinaƟon.  

If it is determined that a student has not made a genuine aƩempt to complete the course 
requirements, the principal must indicate on the appropriate documentaƟon that the course has not 
been saƟsfactorily completed.  

Students studying VET Industry Curriculum Framework courses must complete the mandatory work 
placement hours in order to be deemed saƟsfactory.  

UnƟl a student presenƟng for a Higher School CerƟficate has saƟsfactorily completed courses totalling 
at least 12 units of Preliminary courses and 10 units of HSC courses that saƟsfy NESA's paƩern of study 
requirements, the student will not be eligible to receive the award of a Higher School CerƟficate. 
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WHAT HAPPENS IF I DON’T SATISFACTORILY COMPLETE A COURSE? 
NESA has delegated to principals the authority to determine if students seeking the award of the 
Higher School CerƟficate at their school have saƟsfactorily completed each Board Developed and/or 
Board Endorsed Course in which they are enrolled in accordance with the requirements issued by 
NESA.  

Principals therefore will determine if there is sufficient evidence that each student has applied himself 
or herself with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course by 
the school.  

For post‐compulsory students, principals may determine an appropriate aƩendance paƩern(s) that will 
allow each student to achieve the outcomes of each course being studied.  

 

While NESA does not sƟpulate aƩendance requirements, principals may determine that, as a result of 
absence, the course compleƟon criteria may not be met. Clearly, absences will be regarded seriously by 
principals who must give students early warning of the consequences of such absences. Warning leƩers 
must relate the student’s absence to the non‐compleƟon of course requirements. 

 

WHAT IS A “SATISFACTORY RECORD OF ATTENDANCE”? 
You must:  

a.  AƩend school regularly enough to achieve the outcomes determined for the courses you are 
studying. As a general rule you need to aƩend at least 90% of the available school days. 

b. Have a paƩern of aƩendance which shows that you are making a genuine effort. 
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PATTERN OF STUDY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE HSC 

To meet HSC requirements, you must complete the following paƩerns of study: 

 preliminary paƩern – must include at least 12 units 
 HSC paƩern – must include at least 10 units. 
 
Both paƩerns of study must include at least: 

 6 units of Board Developed Courses 

 2 units of a Board Developed Course in English 

 3 courses with 2 or more units, either Board Developed or Board Endorsed Courses 

 4 subjects. 

A maximum of 6 units of Science can contribute to the Year 11 paƩern of study. 

A maximum of 7 units of Science can contribute to the Year 12 paƩern of study. 

Some courses have specific rules and prerequisites. For instance, while you can include 2 units of 
English Studies in your 6 units of Board Developed Courses, it will only count towards your Australian 
TerƟary Admission Rank (ATAR) if you sit the opƟonal HSC exam.  

UNITS OF STUDY 
Courses are organised according to the amount of class Ɵme spent. Units of study describe the amount 
of Ɵme allocated to each course. 

 A unit of study corresponds to 4 periods per cycle and an examinaƟon mark out of 50. 

 Most Board Developed Courses are 2 Unit (i.e. 8 periods per cycle) and worth 100 marks. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRELIMINARY AND HSC COURSES? 
Preliminary courses are studied in Year 11. You must saƟsfactorily complete course work and 
assessment requirements in a Preliminary course before being considered for entry into an HSC course. 

HSC courses follow on from the Preliminary courses i.e. the work you do in a Preliminary course is 
“assumed knowledge” for the HSC course. 

HOW LONG HAVE I GOT TO COMPLETE HSC REQUIREMENTS? 
You have up to 5 years starƟng from your first aƩempt at an HSC examinaƟon to complete all HSC 
requirements. If you take longer than 2 years to complete HSC requirements you are described as 
“accumulaƟng” your HSC. The HSC is flexible and allows you to follow a number of different 
“pathways” to gain the HSC. 

You may for example, complete your HSC in:  

a. 2 years: by following the “tradiƟonal” paƩern of 12 units in Year 11 and (at least) 10 units in Year 
12.  

b. 3 years: by repeaƟng one or more courses and resiƫng for the HSC exam in those courses in the 
third year. 

c. 3 years: by doing a “tradiƟonal” Year 11 and Year 12 with a year of work in the second year. 

d. 3 years: by accumulaƟng Preliminary courses over the first and second years and HSC courses 
over the second and third years. 
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TYPE OF COURSES IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL 

BOARD DEVELOPED COURSES 
Board Developed Courses are the large number of courses set and examined by NESA that can 
contribute to the calculaƟon of the ATAR. 

These include: 

general educaƟon courses 

VET Industry Curriculum Framework courses 
Life Skills courses (not examined). 

BOARD ENDORSED COURSES 
Board Endorsed Courses count towards the HSC but do not have a HSC exam and do not contribute 
towards the calculaƟon of the ATAR. 

These include: 

 Content Endorsed Courses 
 VET Board Endorsed Courses 
 School developed Board Endorsed Courses 

 University developed Board Endorsed Courses. 

BOARD DEVELOPED COURSES AND THE ATAR 

REMOVAL OF ATAR COURSE CATEGORIES 
From 2025, any course that schools offer with an HSC exam can count towards the calculaƟon of the 
ATAR. 

This categorisaƟon change is a university measure, not a school‐based or NESA policy. Schools retain 
oversight and responsibility for their school’s subject offerings. 

This reform will: 

improve student choice, with more students able to select a course of study that recognises a breadth 
of applied and academic learning 

strengthen the value and recogniƟon of VET 

Board Developed Courses Board Endorsed Courses 

HSC examinaƟon except for: 

 opƟonal examinaƟon in English Studies and 
MathemaƟcs Standard 1 and VET 
Curriculum Framework courses 

 all Life Skills courses 

No HSC examinaƟon – school‐based assessment 
only 

May be included in the calculaƟon of a student’s 
Australian TerƟary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

Not included in the calculaƟon of a student’s 
Australian TerƟary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

Includes some VocaƟonal EducaƟon and Training 
(VET) courses. 

Includes some VocaƟonal EducaƟon and Training 
(VET) courses. 
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AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ASSESSMENT RANK (ATAR) 
The Australian TerƟary Admission Rank (ATAR) is a number between 0.00 and 99.95 that indicates a 
student’s posiƟon relaƟve to all the students in their age group (ie all 16 to 20 year olds in NSW). So, an 
ATAR of 80.00 means that you are 20 per cent from the top of your age group (not your Year 12 group). 

UniversiƟes use the ATAR to help them select students for their courses and admission to most terƟary 
courses is based on your selecƟon rank (your ATAR + any applicable adjustments). Most universiƟes 
also use other criteria when selecƟng students (eg a personal statement, a quesƟonnaire, a porƞolio of 
work, an audiƟon, an interview or a test). 

The average ATAR is usually around 70.00. 

To be eligible for an ATAR a student must complete at least 10 units of Board Developed Courses 
including at least 2 units of English. 

The ATAR will be based on an aggregate of scaled marks in 10 units of Board Developed Courses 
comprising: 

 the best 2 units of English 

 the best 8 units from the remaining units  
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SCHOOL VET COURSES       (VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING COURSES) 
These courses hold credenƟals that are modular, industry accepted and naƟonally portable.  They offer 
the student advanced standing in the parƟcular fields and will be delivered to Year 11 classes in 2025.  

The courses are: 

Students who require an ATAR will need to sit for an HSC examinaƟon. For all other students the 
assessment will be done internally. 

The following statements provide important informaƟon about VocaƟonal EducaƟon and Training (VET) 
courses delivered by Wagga Wagga Registered Training OrganisaƟon (RTO) 90333. 

 

 

 

Sports Coaching and Manufacturing & Engineering DO NOT count towards an ATAR 

BUSINESS SERVICES (2 unit x 2 years)  CONSTRUCTION (2 unit x 2 years)  

HOSPITALITY  (2 unit x 2 years)   RETAIL (2 unit x 2 years) 

SPORTS COACHING  (2 unit x 2 years)     
MANUFACTURING &  

ENGINEERING  
(2 unit x 2 years) 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS NSW RTOs 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

Stage 6 School Delivered Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses 

Stage 6 Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses are offered as part of the Higher School 
Certificate (HSC)). VET courses are designed to deliver workplace specific skills and knowledge and 
cover a wide range of careers and industries. VET courses for secondary students are developed by 
NSW Educational Standards Authority (NESA) and are based on national training packages. 

Stage 6 VET courses allow students to gain an HSC or and a national qualification or statement of 
attainment as part of the Australian Qualification Framework (AQF).  These qualifications are widely 
recognised by industry, employers, tertiary training providers and universities and will assist students to 
progress to various education and training sectors and employment. 

NSW Public Schools RTO is accredited to deliver and assess VET qualifications to secondary 
students. It is mandatory for all students studying a VET course to create a Unique Student Identifier 
(USI) upon enrolment. Students will require a form of identification for the creation of the USI. 
Examples include a Medicare Card, Australian Birth Certificate, Driver’s License or a valid Passport. 

Assessment in all VET courses is competency based. The student is assessed on what they can do 
(skills) and what they know (knowledge) to equip them in the workplace. Students are either deemed 
“competent” or “not competent” by the teacher. Students who have successfully achieved competency 
will have the skills and knowledge to complete workplace activities in a range of different situations and 
environments, to an industry standard expected in the workplace.  

Assessment materials are designed to ensure each learner has the opportunity to achieve outcomes to 
the level of the qualification. Students will receive documentation showing all achieved units of 
competency. 

Board Developed Industry Curriculum Framework (ICF) courses usually count for 4 units of HSC 
credit, include 70 hours of mandatory work placement, and have an optional HSC examination. For a 
VET course to be included in the calculation for the ATAR, students must sit the HSC Examination. 

Board Endorsed Courses (BECs) are courses based on national industry Training Packages 
endorsed by NESA. They do not count towards the ATAR and there is no HSC examination. 

Work Placement  

Many VET courses have a mandatory work placement requirement set by NESA. Students will:  

 gain insights into the kind of career they would like to have. 
 make informed decisions about further training and study. 
 become more employable. 
 be better equipped for business and employment opportunities.  
 

There are other VET opportunities including:  

Externally delivered Vocational Education and Training (EVET) 

Information and courses available are listed here: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-
and-study-pathways/skills-at-school/external-vet-courses Talk to your school Careers Adviser about 
how to access EVET. 

 

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBAT) 

Information about SBATs is available here: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-
study-pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships For further information about how to 
access an SBAT opportunity please speak with your Careers Adviser. 
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INTERVIEWS AND SUBJECT SELECTIONS 

 Students have been guided towards a deeper understanding of future careers and subjects via 
PDHPE lessons throughout term 2, supported by the Careers Team. They have also heard from 
their teachers about the courses on offer in each faculty during week 7, term 2. 

 Students and parents are invited to aƩend the HSC InformaƟon Evening on Wednesday the 19th 
of June 2024 to hear first‐hand from course teachers.  

 Students and parents are encouraged to visit our school website and explore ‘Subject SelecƟons’ 
within ’Learning at our school.’ On our website we offer video summaries of each of our courses 
offered, and links to further informaƟon.  

 Students will receive a ‘Taster Experience’ email and be able to nominate 8 courses of interest 
from Thursday 20th of June, closing 27th of June. Students will then aƩend Taster Experience 
lessons for their selected courses During week 3, term 3. This is a great opportunity for students 
to deeply understand their courses of interest, to inform their decision of which courses are most 
important to them for their future interests and career pathways.  

 OPTIONAL—Students will then be able of nominate a suitable Ɵme to be interviewed by a 
member of the careers team, to finalise their paƩern of study, ensuring their final selecƟons are 
entered in order of preference. The interview is a fantasƟc opportunity to ask any remaining 
quesƟons relaƟng to courses and paƩerns of study as outlined above, so come prepared with 
quesƟons if unsure. The interview is designed to ensure there is alignment between courses 
selected, students apƟtude, and future ambiƟons. Parents are welcome to join their students at 
interview, either in person or via phone. Any student who is confident in their selecƟons and 
future direcƟons is able to go directly to their final subject selecƟons via an email they will 
receive to finalise their selecƟons. 

 During the interviews or online, students will nominate their preferred English and MathemaƟcs, 
as well as 5 courses of interest, in preference order. All preferences must be finalised by 
Thursday 22nd August 2024. 

 While every effort will be made to meet all student preferences, final subject offerings will be 
dependent on a minimum number of students selecƟng a parƟcular course. 

 Once the subjects that will be offered for 2025 has been finalised, students will receive 
noƟficaƟon of their paƩern of study later in term 3. Any students who missed one of their 
preferences will have the opportunity to reselect an available subject at this Ɵme with the 
support of the careers team. 

Warilla High School subject selecƟons page has a link to the courses offered by each faculty that 
explains course requirements (such as if exam is required) and links through to the NESA syllabus 
documents. This can be accessed by parents, caregivers and students.  

Due to work placements for framework courses, (one week per subject per year) a limit of 3 VET 
subjects is suggested.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
PART A: BOARD DEVELOPED COURSES 

2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

The Preliminary course focuses on Aboriginal peoples' relaƟonship to the Land, Aboriginal heritage and 
idenƟty, and an historical examinaƟon of colonialism, racism and prejudice from pre‐contact Ɵmes to the 
1960s. The course also includes the development of skills in culturally appropriate research and inquiry 
methods. It involves case studies. 

 The HSC course provides for in depth study of legislaƟon, policy, judicial processes and current events from 
the 1960s. During the course, students will undertake consultaƟon with Aboriginal communiƟes and will 
study the course through the experiences of naƟonal and internaƟonal Indigenous communiƟes. Students 
apply research and inquiry methods through the compleƟon of a major project. 
  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Part I: Aboriginality and the Land (20%)  Aboriginal peoples' 
relaƟonship to Country 

Part II: Heritage and IdenƟty (30%) The Dreaming and cultural 
ownership 

Part III: Indigenous Study (25%) LocaƟon, environment and 
features of an internaƟonal Indigenous community 

Part IV: Research and Inquiry Methods: Local Community 
Case Study (25%) Methods and skills relaƟng to; community 
consultaƟon; planning research; acquiring informaƟon; 
processing informaƟon; communicaƟng informaƟon 

HSC COURSE 

Part I – Social JusƟce and Human Rights Issues (50%) 

A Global PerspecƟve (20%) 
Global understanding of human rights and social jusƟce 

AND 

B ComparaƟve Study (30%) 
A comparaƟve case study on an Aboriginal and internaƟonal 
Indigenous community 

Part II – Case Study of an Aboriginal community for each 
topic (20%) 

A Aboriginality and the Land – The Land Rights movement 
and the recogniƟon of naƟve Ɵtle; government policies and 
legislaƟon; non‐Aboriginal responses  
 

OR 

B Heritage and IdenƟty – Contemporary aspects of Aboriginal 
heritage and idenƟty, government policies and legislaƟon; non
‐Aboriginal responses 

Part III – Research and Inquiry Methods – Major 
Project (30%)   
Choice of project topic based on student interest. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 
Major Project (30%)  HSC 
Choice of project topic based on student 
interest. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 
Students who will achieve an expected 
ROSA grade of C or higher. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 
Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Adult EducaƟon Teacher 
AdverƟsing Account 

ExecuƟve 
Anthropologist 
Archaeologist 
Archivist 
Careers Counsellor 
Commissioned Defence 

Force Officer 
Conservator 
Counsellor 
Criminologist 
Economist 
Environmental Health 

Officer 
Freedom of InformaƟon 

Officer 
Gallery or Museum 

Curator 
GeneƟc Counsellor 
Health PromoƟon Officer 
Historian 
Human Resource 

Consultant 
Journalist or Other 

Writer  
Management Consultant 

 Market Research 
Analyst 

MarkeƟng Officer 
Minister of Religion 
Novelist 
Parliamentarian 
Policy Analyst 
Primary School 

Teacher 
Property Economist 
Psychologist 
Public RelaƟons Officer 
Records Manager 
Recruitment 

Consultant 
Social Worker 
Sociologist 
Solicitor 
Trade Union Official 
Training Officer 
University Lecturer 
Urban and Regional 

Planner 
VocaƟonal EducaƟon 

Teacher 
Welfare Project 

Manager 
Welfare Worker  

ABORIGINAL STUDIES  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

The study of Ancient History engages students in an invesƟgaƟon of life in early socieƟes based on the analysis 
and interpretaƟon of physical and wriƩen remains. It offers students the opportunity to invesƟgate the 
possible moƟvaƟons and acƟons of individuals and groups, and how they shaped the poliƟcal, social, economic 
and cultural landscapes of the ancient world. It equips students with the skills to analyse and challenge 
accepted theories and interpretaƟons about the ancient world, especially in light of new evidence or 
technologies. It requires students to analyse different interpretaƟons and representaƟons of the ancient world 
in forms such as literature, film and museum displays. The students develop transferable skills associated with 
the process of historical inquiry. These include criƟcal literacy skills, for example interpreƟng, analysing and 
weighing evidence; synthesising evidence from a variety of sources; and developing reasoned and evidence‐
based arguments.  

  

Course Content 

 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

 InvesƟgaƟng Ancient History  
The Nature of Ancient History ‐ The Treatment and 
Display of Human Remains  

 
 Case Studies  

1. Tutankhamun’s Tomb 
2. Ancient Australia 

 
 Features of Ancient SocieƟes 

1. Mycenae ‐ Weapons and Warfare  
2. Egypt ‐ Power and Image 

 
 Historical InvesƟgaƟon ‐ Student choice 

 

 

HSC COURSE 

 Core Study: CiƟes of Vesuvius ‐ Pompeii and 
Herculaneum  

 
 Ancient SocieƟes ‐ Spartan society to the BaƩle of 

Leuctra 371 BC  
 

 PersonaliƟes in their Times ‐ Hatshepsut 
 

 Historical Periods ‐ New kingdom Egypt to the Death 
of Thutmose IV  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

None  

  

  

RecommendaƟons 
Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of B or higher. 

  

Exclusions 
What you can not do with this course 

N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of HumaniƟes based 
courses at university and other terƟary 
insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: Law, PoliƟcs, Police, 
archaeology, anthropology, journalism, 
teacher, curator and any employment that 
requires criƟcal and creaƟve thinking.  

ANCIENT HISTORY  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

Biology is the study of living organisms, life processes and interacƟons between organisms and their 
environment.  

The Preliminary course incorporates the study of the mechanisms and systems that living things use to obtain 
and transport materials for their growth and repair; bioƟc and abioƟc features of the environment and their 
interacƟons within an ecosystem; the evoluƟon of life on Earth; and the effects of global changes on the 
diversity of Australian biota during the formaƟon of the Australian conƟnent.  

The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. It examines the processes and structures that plants and 
animals use to maintain health; the cause and effect of infecƟous and non‐infecƟous diseases on human 
health; the technologies and their uses in treaƟng disease and disorders as well as the occurrence of diseases 
in populaƟons; reproducƟon and inheritance paƩerns in both plants and animals as well as the role of DNA 
and the uses of technologies used across a variety of industries. 

All the modules draw on the increased informaƟon and applicaƟon provided by improved technology to 
examine areas of current research. 

  

Course Content 

 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Core Modules  

1: Cells as the Basis of Life  

2: OrganisaƟon of Living Things  

3: Biological Diversity  

4: Ecosystems Dynamics  

 
 

HSC COURSE 

Core Modules  

5: Heredity  

6: GeneƟc Change  

7: InfecƟous Disease  

8: Non‐InfecƟous Disease and Disorders 

 
 

HSC Assessment 

15 hours must be allocated to depth studies within the 120 
indicaƟve course hours. ScienƟfic invesƟgaƟons include both 
pracƟcal invesƟgaƟons and secondary‐sourced 
invesƟgaƟons. PracƟcal invesƟgaƟons are an essenƟal part 
of the course and must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of 
course Ɵme, including Ɵme allocated to pracƟcal 
invesƟgaƟons in depth studies.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Year 11 Minnamurra Excursion ‐ $7 
Year 12 Museum Human Disease ‐ $35 

This is a BYOD course. Students will be 
expected to have their own device to meet 
the extensive 'research' requirements in line 
with the new stage 6 senior 

science syllabuses. 

  

RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 
Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher. 

  

Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
Maximum of 6 Science units in Year 11 Maximum 
of 7 Science units in year 12 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of science based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  
Career opƟons include: medical scienƟst, 
nurse, occupaƟonal therapist, sports 
scienƟst, teacher, medical pracƟƟoner, 
nutriƟonist, sports science, environmental 
science and veterinarian. 

BIOLOGY  SCIENCE 
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2025  Course Descriptor Business Services -  BSB30120 Certificate III in Business  Version 0.10 

NSW Department of Education RTO 90333 

2025 Business Services Course Descriptor 

BSB30120 Certificate III in Business 

This information may change due to the Training Package and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) updates. Notification of vari-
ations will be made in due time with minimal impact. 

Course:  Business Services 
Industry Curriculum Framework (ICF) 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) eligible course 

HSC credit – 4 units 
(2 units x 2 years or 4 units x 1 year) 
Board Developed Course (240 hour) 

By enrolling in this VET qualificaƟon with the NSW Department of EducaƟon RTO 90333, you are choosing to parƟcipate in 

a program of study which will provide you a pathway towards, HSC accreditaƟon and a naƟonally recognised qualificaƟon 

(dual accreditaƟon). To receive this qualificaƟon, you must meet the assessment requirements of BSB30120 CerƟficate III 

in Business hƩps://training.gov.au/training/details/bsb30120. You will be expected to complete all the requirements of 

the Registered Training OrganisaƟon (RTO) and NESA. To gain the full qualificaƟon, you must achieve 13 units of compe‐

tency. To meet NESA course hours the program includes 14 units. A statement of aƩainment towards the qualificaƟon is 

possible if at least one unit of competency is achieved. 

Students may apply  for RecogniƟon of Prior  Learning  (RPL) and/or Credit Transfer  (CT) provided  suitable evidence  is  sub‐

miƩed. 

Transferrable industry skills gained in this course 

 working within the business services industry in-
volves customer (client) service 

 using technology to organise information 

 creativity 
 critical thinking 
 problem solving 

Examples of occupations in the business services industry 

 medical administration 
 clerical worker 

 office administration 
 receptionist 

 information desk operator 
 records and information administration 

VET requirements 

Competency-Based Assessment 
In this course you will work to develop the skills and knowledge described in each unit of competency. To be assessed as competent you 
must demonstrate your ability to satisfactorily complete the tasks required in the assessments. 
Appeals and Complaints 
You may lodge a complaint or an appeal about a decision (including assessment decisions) by following the Appeals and Complaints 
Guidelines 

HSC requirements 

Mandatory course requirements 
You must complete 240 indicative hours of course work and a minimum of 70 hours work placement.  Not meeting these requirements 
will incur an `N` determined as required by NESA. 
  
External Assessment (optional HSC examination for ATAR purposes) 
The Higher School Certificate examination for Business Services is only available after completion of 240 indicative hours and will in-
volve a written examination consisting of multiple-choice, short answers and extended response items. The examination is independent 
of the competency-based assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact on your eligibility to receive a vocational qualifi-
cation. 

Consumable costs: n/a 
  

Refunds 
n/a 

A school-based traineeship is available in this course. For more information: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-study-
pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships 

Exclusions: Students can only undertake the Business Services (120 indicative hours) course or the Business Services (240 indicative 
hours) course. 

General information about NESA VET course exclusions can be found https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/
stage-6-learning-areas/vet/course-exclusions     
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

Business acƟvity is a feature of everyone’s life. The Business Studies syllabus encompasses the theoreƟcal and 
pracƟcal aspects of business in ways students will encounter throughout their lives. It offers learning 
opportuniƟes from the planning of a small business to the management of operaƟons, markeƟng, finance and 
human resource in large businesses.  

Contemporary business issues and case studies are embedded in the course to provide a sƟmulaƟng and 
relevant framework for students to apply to problems encountered in the business environment. Business 
Studies fosters intellectual, social and moral development by assisƟng students to think criƟcally about the role 
of business and its ethical responsibiliƟes to society. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

3 Core Modules  

 Nature of business (20%) – the role and nature of 
business  

 Business management (40%) – the nature and 
responsibiliƟes of management  

 Business planning (40%) – establishing and planning a 
small to medium enterprise  

 
HSC COURSE 

4 Core Modules  

 OperaƟons (25%) – strategies for effecƟve operaƟons 
management of the business product 

 MarkeƟng (25%) – development and implementaƟon 
of successful markeƟng strategies  

 Finance (25%) – financial informaƟon in the planning 
and management of business finances  

 Human resources (25%) – human resource 
management of employees to assist in growing 
business performance 

HSC Assessment 

External Assessment WeighƟng ‐  
A three‐hour wriƩen examinaƟon consisƟng of:  

4 Core Modules – OperaƟons, Human Resource 
Management, MarkeƟng and Finance 
Exam Structure 
MulƟple‐choice quesƟons 20%  
Short‐answer quesƟons 40% 
Business Report 20% 
Business QuesƟon (Case Study) 20%  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Major Assignment Year 11—Business Plan 

  

RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher and have an interest in 
businesses. 

  

Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 

N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course was designed to connect high 
school students with Business and 
Commerce degrees at University.  
At UOW the Bachelor of Business and 
Bachelor of Commerce provides you with 
the knowledge and experience to move into 
many types of business careers such as: 

 Accountancy 
 Business Law 
 Economics 
 Finance 
 Financial Planning 
 Human Resource Management 
 InternaƟonal Business 
 Management 
 MarkeƟng 
 Public RelaƟons 
 Supply Chain Management 

UOW also offers Early Entry into Commerce 
and Business degrees towards the 
conclusion of the HSC course. 

BUSINESS STUDIES  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

The Chemistry Stage 6 Syllabus explores the structure, composiƟon and reacƟons of and between all elements, 
compounds and mixtures that exist in the Universe. The discovery and synthesis of new compounds, the 
monitoring of elements and compounds in the environment, and an understanding of industrial processes and 
their applicaƟons to life processes are central to human progress and our ability to develop future industries 
and sustainability. 

The course provides the foundaƟon knowledge and skills required to study chemistry aŌer compleƟng school, 
and supports parƟcipaƟon in a range of careers in chemistry and related interdisciplinary industries. It is an 
essenƟal discipline that currently addresses and will conƟnue to address our energy needs and uses, the 
development of new materials, and sustainability issues as they arise. 

  

Course Content 

 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

 ProperƟes and Structure of MaƩer 

 IntroducƟon to QuanƟtaƟve Chemistry  

 ReacƟve Chemistry  

 Drivers of ReacƟons 

 
HSC COURSE 

 Equilibrium and Acid ReacƟons 

 Acid/Base ReacƟons 

 Organic Chemistry 

 Applying Chemical Ideas 

 

HSC Assessment  
Incorporates school based assessment and the final HSC 
examinaƟon.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

This is a BYOD course. Students will be 
expected to have their own device to meet 
the extensive 'research' requirements in line 
with the new stage 6 senior 
science syllabuses.   

  

RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher. 

  

Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 

N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of science based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: medical science 
(nursing, medicine, pharmacy), 
environmental science, engineering, chemist, 
sports or exercise science, forensic science. 

CHEMISTRY  SCIENCE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

Do you want to take a more acƟve and responsible role in managing your life? Are you interested in a career 
that involves working with the community and its members? This course will quesƟon your thinking about your 
life and others in the community. 

This course provides students with opportuniƟes to uƟlise the management processes of everyday life. 
Students will develop an understanding of the psychology and sociology of individuals, groups and families. 

The course is pracƟcal in its approach with experiences in leadership skills, relaƟng to others, decision making, 
life management, parenƟng, communicaƟon, being a community member and many more. 

The course also looks at the diverse and changing nature of Australian society, with a view to enable students 
to plan and manage resources effecƟvely. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Resource Management: Basic concepts of the resource 
management process 
Individuals and Groups: The individual’s roles, relaƟonships 
and tasks with groups 
Families and CommuniƟes: Family structures and funcƟons 
and the interacƟon between family and community. 
 

HSC COURSE 

Research Methodology:  Students undertake an in‐depth 
study into a topic of their own choice 

Groups in Context 
 The needs of specific community groups ie the 

Homeless & Disabled plus two other groups of the 
students choosing. 

ParenƟng and Caring   
 Individuals and groups who adopt roles in parenƟng 

and caring in contemporary society. 

HSC OpƟon Modules  
(ElecƟves – Class will study one of these) 

 Family and Societal InteracƟon 
 Social Impact of Technology 
 Individuals at Work 

As part of the HSC, students are REQUIRED to complete an 
Independent Research Project.  

The IRP forms part of the internal HSC Assessment program, 
and is 25% of the final HSC Assessment mark. 

HSC Assessment  

The HSC exam is a 3 hour wriƩen exam with mulƟple choice/
short and long responses. 

There are no prerequisites for this subject. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Laptop 

  

RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who are interested in the 
psychology and sociology of individuals, 
groups and families in today’s society. 

  

Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 

N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

 Early childhood career 
 Teaching career 
 Psychology career 
 Youth worker 
 Community organisaƟons working 

with local community idenƟfied 
groups  

COMMUNITY AND FAMILY STUDIES  PDHPE 
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2025  Course Descriptor Construction -  CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways (Release 6) & Statement of Attainment towards CPC20120 
Certificate II in Construction (Release 3)  Version 0.7 

NSW Department of Education RTO 90333 

2025 Construction Course Descriptor 

CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways (Release 6) & Statement of Attainment towards 
CPC20120 Certificate II in Construction (Release 3) 

This information may change due to the Training Package and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) updates. Notification of varia-
tions will be made in due time with minimal impact. 

Course:  Construction 
Industry Curriculum Framework (ICF) 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) eligible course 

HSC credit – 4 units 
(2 units x 2 years or 4 units x 1 year) 
Board Developed Course (240 hour) 

By enrolling in this VET qualificaƟon with the NSW Department of EducaƟon RTO 90333, you are choosing to parƟcipate in a 
program of study which will provide you a pathway towards, HSC accreditaƟon and a naƟonally recognised qualificaƟon 
(dual accreditaƟon). To receive this qualificaƟon, you must meet the assessment requirements of CPC20220 CerƟficate II in 
ConstrucƟon Pathways (Release 6) & Statement of AƩainment towards CPC20120 CerƟficate II in ConstrucƟon (Release 3) 
hƩps://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220 & hƩps://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20120 You will be ex‐
pected to complete all and the requirements of the Registered Training OrganisaƟon and NESA. Students successfully com‐
pleƟng the10 units required for ConstrucƟon Pathways will be eligible to receive a CPC20220 CerƟficate II in ConstrucƟon 
Pathways (Release 6). A statement of aƩainment towards CPC20120 CerƟficate II in ConstrucƟon is possible if at least one 
of the of the units of competency associated with this qualificaƟon is achieved. 

Students may apply for RecogniƟon of Prior Learning (RPL) and/or Credit Transfer (CT) provided suitable evidence is submiƩed. 

Transferrable industry skills gained in this course 

 risk management 
 time management 
 basic emergency response 

 communication 
 problem solving 
 decision making 

Examples of occupations in the construction industry 

 carpentry 
 joinery 

 bricklaying 
 builder's labourer 

VET requirements 

Competency-Based Assessment 
In this course you will work to develop the skills and knowledge described in each unit of competency. To be assessed as competent you 
must demonstrate your ability to satisfactorily complete the tasks required in the assessments. 
  
Appeals and Complaints 
You may lodge a complaint or an appeal about a decision (including assessment decisions) by following the Appeals and Complaints 
Guidelines. 

HSC requirements 

Mandatory course requirements 
You must complete 240 indicative hours of course work and a minimum of 70 hours work placement. Not meeting these requirements will 
incur an `N` determined as required by NESA. 
External Assessment (optional HSC examination for ATAR purposes) 
The Higher School Certificate examination for Construction is only available after completion of 240 indicative hours and will involve a writ-
ten examination consisting of multiple-choice, short answers and extended response items. The examination is independent of the compe-
tency-based assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact on your eligibility to receive a vocational qualification. 

Consumable costs: 
Preliminary - $50.00 plus White Card course. Discuss payment options with your trainer. 

  

Refunds 
Refund arrangements are on a pro‐rata basis 
Please refer to your school refund policy 

A school-based traineeship is available in this course. For more information: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-study-
pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships 

Exclusions: Students can only undertake the Construction (120 indicative hours) course or the Construction (240 indicative hours) course. 
General information about NESA VET course exclusions can be found https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage
-6-learning-areas/vet/course-exclusions    
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

Course DescripƟon:   

The Design and Technology course in the senior years aims to develop in students’ confidence, competence 
and responsibility in the design, producƟon and evaluaƟon of projects that meet specific needs and 
opportuniƟes. 

Students will also be given the opportunity to develop an understanding of the contribuƟon that innovaƟon 
and entrepreneurial acƟvity makes in successful design. 

Preliminary Course Structure: 

The Preliminary course of 120 indicaƟve hours will involve a minimum of two preliminary design projects. Each 
project will place emphasis on the development of a variety of skills in designing and producing. 

Students will parƟcipate in hands‐on, pracƟcal acƟviƟes to achieve the outcomes of this course. Class acƟviƟes 
are designed to develop knowledge and skills in designing and producing. Students will develop their 
knowledge of the acƟviƟes within industry/enterprise which support design and technology, and relate these 
processes to the processes used in their own designing and producing. 

Design projects must involve the design, producƟon and evaluaƟon of a product, system, or environment. This 
includes evidence of design processes recorded in a design folio, in a variety of different forms. Students are 
encouraged to communicate their design ideas using appropriate media. 

HSC Course Structure: 

The HSC course of 120 indicaƟve hours involves the applicaƟon of design processes through the design and 
producƟon of a Major Design Project and Design Folio as well as the compleƟon of a Case Study. 

The Major design Project involves students selecƟng and applying appropriate design, producƟon and 
evaluaƟon skills to a product, system or environment which saƟsfies an idenƟfied need or opportunity. 

The case study involves the study of innovaƟon and emerging technologies and will include the criƟcal analysis 
of a current innovaƟon or designer. By conducƟng a detailed case study of a specific innovaƟon or designer 
and the factors affecƟng its design, students will be able to idenƟfy and discuss principles underlying success of 
innovaƟon, factors influencing innovaƟon and the impact of the innovaƟon.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Preliminary Assessment Components/WeighƟngs 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IN: 
Designing and Producing 
Design Projects (at least 2)  50% 
PresentaƟon of Research 25% 
Test Type Tasks  25% 
Total  100% 
 

 HSC COURSE 

HSC Assessment Components/WeighƟngs 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IN: 
InnovaƟon and Emerging Technologies  40% 
Designing and Producing 60% 
Total  100% 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 
Porƞolio 
Major works 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 
Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher. 

  

Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

Graphic designer, fashion designer, games 
development, furniture designer, Industrial 
designer, engineer.  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  TAS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

Drama is an art form that explores the world through enactment. It is a collaboraƟve art form that involves the 
creaƟve interacƟon of individuals using a range of arƟsƟc skills. Drama is an important means of 
understanding, construcƟng, appreciaƟng and communicaƟng social and cultural values; interpreƟng, valuing 
and transmiƫng the past and tradiƟons; exploring, celebraƟng and challenging the present and imagining the 
future. In Drama, students can invesƟgate, shape, and symbolically represent ideas, feelings, aƫtudes, beliefs 
and their consequences. Students will be involved in making, performing and criƟcally studying Drama.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

 ImprovisaƟon, Playbuilding, AcƟng  
 Elements of ProducƟon in Performance  
 Theatrical TradiƟons and Performance Styles 

 
HSC COURSE 

 Australian Drama and Theatre (Core content)  
 Studies in Drama and Theatre  
 Group Performance (Core content)  
 Individual Project 

 
HSC Assessment  
External Assessment WeighƟng  

 WriƩen – 40% 
Australian Drama and Theatre, and Studies in Drama and 
Theatre involve the theoreƟcal study of Drama through 
pracƟcal exploraƟon of themes, issues, styles and 
movements of tradiƟons of theatre; exploring relevant 
acƟng techniques, performance styles and spaces. There are 
2 essays in the wriƩen secƟon. 
 

 Group performance – 30% 
Students in groups of 3‐6 students create a piece of original 
theatre (8‐12 minutes duraƟon). In preparing for the group 
performance, students use the prescribed topic list as a 
starƟng point for collaboraƟve performance.  
 

 Individual project – 30% 
Students demonstrate their experƟse in a parƟcular area 
chosen from: CriƟcal Analysis OR Design OR Performance OR 
Script‐wriƟng OR Video Drama. The Individual Project is 
negoƟated between the student and the teacher at the 
beginning of the HSC Course.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Logbook 

  

RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

The course covers theoreƟcal and pracƟcal 
aspects of drama and teaches students to 
recognise the collaboraƟve contribuƟon of 
actors, directors, playwrights, designers and 
technicians to producƟon. Students develop 
an understanding of the cultural tradiƟons 
and social contexts of drama and theatre. 

  

Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 

N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

It is of value to any student who is planning 
a career where communicaƟon and 
collaboraƟon are essenƟal; where self‐
moƟvaƟon is important. 
This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of drama based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include:  
Any field related to the arts, television, 
media or communicaƟons.  

DRAMA  CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Earth and Environmental Science explores the Earth’s renewable and non‐renewable resources and also 
environmental issues. An understanding of the Earth’s resources and the ability to live sustainably on the 
planet is a central purpose of the study of Earth and Environmental Science.  Students engage with inquiry 
quesƟons to explore knowledge of the Earth. They also undertake pracƟcal and secondary‐sourced 
invesƟgaƟons to acquire a deeper understanding of the Earth’s features and naturally occurring phenomena 
and cycles.  

The Year 11 course invesƟgates composiƟonal layers of the Earth, the origins of minerals, tectonic movements 
and energy transformaƟons that occur and includes the study of human impact on the Earth’s resources and 
its surface. 

The Year 12 course invesƟgates how the processes of plate tectonics, the formaƟon of water and the 
introducƟon of life interact with the atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere and climate. InvesƟgaƟon of 
hazards, the miƟgaƟon of their effects and resource management are also considered which leads to an 
understanding of the need to centralise the theme of sustainability for the long term welfare of our planet and 
all forms of life dependent upon it.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Core Modules  
 Earth’s Resources  
 Plate Tectonics  
 Energy TransformaƟons  
 Human Impacts  

 
HSC COURSE 

Core Modules  
 Earth’s Processes 
 Hazards 
 Climate Science 
 Resource Management  

Depth Studies 

 15 hours of in‐class Ɵme is allocated in both Year 11 
and Year 12.  

 During this Ɵme students may undertake an 
invesƟgaƟon/acƟvity that allows for the further 
development of one or more scienƟfic concepts. 

HSC Assessment  

External Assessment WeighƟng  
A three‐hour wriƩen examinaƟon consisƟng of:  
 

MulƟple‐choice quesƟons  
Short‐answer quesƟons  
Long‐response quesƟons 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 
PracƟcal invesƟgaƟons are an essenƟal part 
of the Year 11 and Year 12 courses. 
Fieldwork is mandated in both Year 11 and 
Year 12 and is an integral part of the 
learning process. 
This is a BYOD course. Students will be 
expected to have their own device to meet 
the extensive 'research' requirements in line 
with the new stage 6 senior 
science syllabuses. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 
Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 
The course prepares students for further 
study of earth and environmental science 
aŌer compleƟng school, and supports 
parƟcipaƟon in careers in a range of related 
industries. These are so varied it is difficult 
to consider them as one category. You could 
end up working from home most of the Ɵme 
or traveling around the world on an annual 
basis. You could be doing desk work, field 
work, or some combinaƟon thereof. 
Environmental scienƟsts work in applied 
fields and interdisciplinary seƫngs analysing 
the effects that humans have on our 
environment and the plants and animals 
that populate it. From agriculture to 
healthcare to industry, environmental 
scienƟsts teach, research, and work in 
business.   

EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  SCIENCE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 

The Engineering Studies Stage 6 Syllabus is directed towards the development and applicaƟon of 
mathemaƟcal, scienƟfic and technological skills and their integraƟon with business and management. It 
provides students with skills, knowledge and understanding associated with a study of engineering, its 
pracƟces and associated methodologies. The subject promotes environmental, economic and global 
awareness, problem‐solving ability, engagement with informaƟon technology, self‐directed learning, 
communicaƟon, management skills in working as a team. 

The Engineering Studies Stage 6 Syllabus is unique in that it develops knowledge and understanding of the 
profession of engineering. It also provides an opportunity to integrate the science and mathemaƟcs disciplines 
with societal development and change. The syllabus is inclusive of the needs, interests and aspiraƟons of all 
students and provides opportuniƟes and challenge to deal with engineering concepts. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

 Engineering fundamentals 

 Engineering products 
 Braking systems 
 Biomedical engineering 

 
HSC COURSE 

 Civil structures 
 Personal and public transport 
 AeronauƟcal engineering 
 TelecommunicaƟons engineering  

 

HSC Assessment  

External Assessment WeighƟng  

A three‐hour wriƩen examinaƟon consisƟng of:  

 Core Modules  
 MulƟple‐choice quesƟons 20%  
 Short‐answer quesƟons  
 Mechanic quesƟon 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

None 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of B or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

Engineering, Project management, Building 
trades, Researchers, Teachers. 

ENGINEERING STUDIES  TAS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
This course is designed for students who hold a great love for literature and reading and are willing to be 

challenged by ideas and opinions of others. This course is a university preparaƟon course. In the English 

Advanced Year 11 course, students explore, examine and analyse a range of texts, which include prose ficƟon, 

drama, poetry, nonficƟon, film, digital and media, as well as Australian texts. They explore the ways events, 

experiences, ideas, values and processes are represented in and through texts and analyse the ways texts 

reflect different aƫtudes and values.  

In this course, students develop their higher‐order thinking skills and will be expected to engage with all course 

work to a high standard. This is an academically rigorous course.  

Study commitments for this course are approximately 5 hours per week to revise course work, develop their 
knowledge of course work, create study guides and prepare for assessment tasks. Further commitment may be 
required periodically.  
  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Common Module: Reading to Write   40 hrs 
Module A: NarraƟves that Shape our Worlds 40 hrs 
Module B: CriƟcal Study of Literature   40 hrs 
 
Text Requirements: 
There are no Prescribed text for Year 11. 

Students must study a range of types of texts drawn from 
Prose FicƟon, Drama, Poetry Non‐FicƟon, Media and Digital 
Texts.                          

 
HSC COURSE 

Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences  30 hrs 
Module A:Textual ConversaƟons   30 hrs                             
Module B: CriƟcal Study of Literature   30 hrs                        
Module C: The CraŌ of WriƟng    30 hrs 
 

Text Requirements: 
Students are required to closely study FOUR Prescribed 
texts, 

Drawn from the following categories 
 Shakespearian Drama 
 Prose FicƟon 
 Poetry/Drama 

The remaining text may be a film, media or nonficƟon text or 
may be selected from the above categories above. 

The selecƟon of texts for Module C. The CraŌ of WriƟng may 
be drawn from the Prescribed texts list and do not 
contribute to the paƩern of prescribed texts for the course. 

Students must study ONE related text in the Common 
Module: Texts and Human Experiences.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Porƞolio 
MulƟmodal Task 
Read extensively 
Self moƟvated 
Confident writer and a well developed work 
ethic 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of B or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of English based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Many of the most presƟgious university 
courses have Advanced English as a pre‐
requisite for entry into their course. 

Advanced English allows students to become 
criƟcal, creaƟve and analyƟcal thinkers 
which will allow them to be able to cope 
with the demands of a 21st century work 
force.  

ENGLISH ADVANCED  ENGLISH 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
This course is designed to equip students with the skills and knowledge for those who intend to study further 

aŌer high school. This course is a university preparaƟon course. In the English Standard Year 11 course, 

students learn about language and literature by exploring and experimenƟng with the ways events, 

experiences, ideas and processes are represented in and through texts. Students study a range of texts, which 

include: prose ficƟon, drama, poetry, nonficƟon, film, digital and media, as well as Australian texts. This is an 

academic course.  

Study commitments for this course are approximately 3 hours per week to consolidate knowledge, revise 
course work, creaƟng study guides and preparing for assessment tasks and course work. Further commitment 

may be required periodically. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Common Module: Reading to write    40 hrs 
Module A: Contemporary PossibiliƟes   40 hrs 
Module B: Close study of text     40 hrs 
 

There are no prescribed texts for Year 11. 

Students must study a range of types drawn from Prose 
FicƟon, Drama, Poetry, Non‐FicƟon, Media and Digital texts. 

 
 

HSC COURSE 

Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences 30 hrs 
Module A: Language, idenƟty and Culture            30 hrs 
Module B: Close study of Literature   30 hrs 
Module C: The CraŌ of WriƟng.    30 hrs 
 

Students are required to closely study three types of 
prescribed texts, one drawn from each of the following 
categories: 

 Prose FicƟon 

 Poetry OR Drama. 

 Film OR Media OR NonficƟon. 

The selecƟon of texts for Module C The CraŌ of WriƟng does 
not contribute to the required paƩern of Prescribed texts for 
the course. 

Students must study ONE related text in the Common 
Module: Texts and Human Experiences. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Read and write extensively in a range of 
different text types 

A MulƟ‐Modal presentaƟon. 

Read and analyse related texts. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or beƩer.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of English based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  
 

English is the basis for all terƟary courses 
and therefore is essenƟal for success, as this 
subject gives you criƟcal, creaƟve and 
analyƟcal skills which are important for 
success in any situaƟon.  

ENGLISH STANDARD  ENGLISH 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
OpƟonal Exam / ATAR    Hours Studied 

120 per year 
  

Course Outline 
This course is designed for students who are seeking an alternaƟve to the English Standard course and who 

intend to proceed from school directly into employment or vocaƟonal training. Students considering choosing 

this course should be advised that: 

 Students will be able to sit for an opƟonal HSC examinaƟon and will be reported on a common scale with 

the English Standard and English Advanced courses. 

 Students choosing not to sit for the English Studies HSC examinaƟon will sƟll be eligible for the HSC if 

they have saƟsfactorily completed courses that comprise the paƩern of study required by NESA. 

 To be eligible for an ATAR, students studying the English Studies course must complete the opƟonal HSC 

examinaƟon and include a further 8 units of Category A courses in their paƩern of study. 

Study commitments for this course are minimal beyond compleƟng normal compulsory course work during 
school hours and working on assessment tasks.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Mandatory Module: Achieving through English – English in 
EducaƟon, work and community.              30‐40 hrs 
An addiƟonal 2‐4 modules to be studied    20‐40 hrs 

Text Requirements: 

 Read, view and listen to and compose a wide range of 
texts including print and mulƟmodal texts. 

 Study at least ONE substanƟal print text. 

 Study at least ONE substanƟal mulƟmodal text. 

 
 

HSC COURSE 

Common Module – Texts and Human Experiences         30 hrs 

2‐4 modules‐ selected from a variety of modules   20‐45 hrs 

Text Requirement: 

 Complete the common module first and extensively 
assess ONE Prescribed text. 

 Read, view and listen to and compose a wide range of 
texts including print and mulƟmodal texts. 

 Study at least ONE substanƟal print text. 

 Study at least ONE substanƟal mulƟmodal text. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

MulƟmodal presentaƟon. 

Read a selecƟon of texts. 

Write extensively in a range of text types. 

No examinaƟon unless needed for an ATAR.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course is designed for students who 
want a pracƟcal course that gives them the 
skills to enter the work force or future 
studies in a non threatening manner. They 
will do resume wriƟng, financial planning 
and sƟll be exposed to texts that challenge 
their knowledge of the world. An interesƟng 
course that allows students to become 
criƟcal thinkers and acquire pracƟcal life 
skills at the same Ɵme.  

ENGLISH STUDIES  ENGLISH 
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1 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
60hrs per year 

  

Course Outline 

In the English Extension Year 11 course, students explore the ways in which aspects and concerns of texts from 

the past have been carried forward, borrowed from and/or appropriated into more recent culture.  They 

consider how and why cultural values are maintained and changed. Students will develop skills to work 

independently to experiment with language forms, features and structures and to engage with complex levels 

of conceptualisaƟon. This is a highly academically rigorous course.  

This course is only opƟonal for students who are enrolled in English Advanced and cannot be accessed by 
students in other courses. The study requirements for this course are made under consultaƟon with the 
convening teacher.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Module: Text, culture and value   40 hrs 

Related research project:                               20 hrs 

 

Textual Requirements: Teachers prescribe ONE text from 
the past and its manifestaƟons in one or more recent 
cultures. Students research a range of as part of their 
independent project. 

 
 

HSC COURSE 

Common Module: Literary Worlds and ONE other opƟon                                                             
       60 hrs  

  

Textual Requirement: The study of at least THREE texts 
Must be selected from the Prescribed texts list for the 
Module study including at least TWO extended print texts. 

 Students are required to study at least TWO extensive 
related texts.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Genuine interest in Literature. 

Broad Literary knowledge. 

A love of reading and wriƟng. 

A sophisƟcated wriƟng style.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of A or B.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of English/Literature based 
courses at university and other terƟary 
insƟtuƟons.  

Journalism, medicine, law degrees look 
favourably upon students aƩempƟng this 
level of English.  

ENGLISH EXTENSION  ENGLISH 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Discussion of economic issues dominates the media and poliƟcs. By understanding economics, students can 
make informed judgements about issues and policies and parƟcipate responsibly in decision‐making. 

Economic decisions have a crucial influence on the quality of life experienced by people throughout the world. 
The study of economics can help individuals, groups and socieƟes make choices that assist them to improve 
their quality of life. 

The study of Economics Stage 6 allows students to develop knowledge and understanding, skills, aƫtudes and 
values using subject maƩer and methodology that suit their interests. The course benefits students when they 
pursue further educaƟon and training, employment and acƟve parƟcipaƟon as ciƟzens. 

The aim of Economics Stage 6 is to develop students’ knowledge, understanding, skills, values and aƫtudes for 
effecƟve economic thinking that contributes to socially responsible, competent economic decision‐making in a 
changing economy.  

  

Course Content 

A key feature of this syllabus is its ‘problems and issues’. The 
goal of is to relate the content of economics to the economic 
problems and issues experienced by individuals and society. 

The key issues from the HSC course are:  

• economic growth and quality of life  
• unemployment  
• inflaƟon  
• external stability  
• distribuƟon of income  
• environmental sustainability. 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

The focus of the Preliminary course is on the pracƟcal 
problems and issues that affect individuals, firms and 
governments. 

 the nature of economics and the operaƟon of an 
economy 

 the role of consumers and business in the economy 
 the role of markets, demand, supply and compeƟƟon 
 the workforce and role of labour in the economy 
 the financial market in Australia including the share 

market 
 the role of government in the Australian economy. 

HSC COURSE 

In the HSC course, the problems and issues are studied in 
relaƟon to the naƟonal, regional and global economies. 

 features of the global economy and globalisaƟon 
 Australia's Place in the global economy – Australia's 

trade and finance 
 issues including growth, unemployment, inflaƟon, 

wealth and management. 
 the range of policies to manage the economy. 

Key concepts incorporated across the course: collecƟng, 
analysing and organising informaƟon, communicaƟng ideas 
and informaƟon and using mathemaƟcal ideas and 
techniques. Working with others and in teams, solving 
problems and using technology.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

NIL 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course builds an overview of how the 
economy   
Works in Australia and the globe. Students 
learn to think like decision makers and 
under the impacts on various sectors when 
there is a change in an economy. These 
skills are useful in any industry.  
The following career opƟons are connected 
to Economics 

 Accountant 
 Economist 
 Financial Analyst 
 Financial Investment Adviser 
 Hospital Administrator 
 Human Resource Manager 
 Importer or Exporter 
 Land Economist 
 MarkeƟng Officer 
 Parliamentarian 
 Public Sector roles 
 Policy Analyst 
 QuanƟty Surveyor 
 Research and Development Manager 
 StaƟsƟcian 
 Urban and Regional Planner  

ECONOMICS  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Food Technology aims to develop an understanding about food systems and skills that enable students to 
make informed decisions and carry out responsible acƟons. Students will also develop an appreciaƟon of the 
importance of food to the wellbeing of the individual and to the social and economic future of Australia. 

Students will develop knowledge and understanding about food systems in the producƟon, processing and 
consumpƟon of food and an appreciaƟon of their impact on society. Students will also develop a knowledge 
and understanding about the nature of food and human nutriƟon and an appreciaƟon of the importance of 
food to health. 

AddiƟonally, students will learn skills in experimenƟng with and preparing food by applying theoreƟcal 
concepts to pracƟcal situaƟons. Students also design, implement and evaluate soluƟons in food situaƟons. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Food availability and selecƟon (30%) 
 Influences on food availability 
 Factors affecƟng food selecƟon 

Food quality (40%) 
 Safe storage of food 
 Safe preparaƟon and presentaƟon of food 
 Sensory characterisƟcs of food 
 FuncƟonal properƟes of food 

NutriƟon (30%) 
 Food nutrients 
 Diets for opƟmum nutriƟon 

 
HSC COURSE 

The Australian food industry (25%) 
 Sectors of the AFI 
 Aspects of the AFI 
 Policy and legislaƟon 

Food manufacture (25%) 
 ProducƟon and processing of food 
 PreservaƟon 
 Packaging, storage and distribuƟon 

Food product and development (25%) 
 Factors which impact on food product development 
 Reasons for and types of food product development 
 Steps in food product development 
 MarkeƟng plans 

Contemporary nutriƟonal issues (25%) 
 Diet and health in Australia 
 Influences on nutriƟonal status 

 
In addiƟon to the above components, it is a mandatory 
requirement that students undertake a variety of pracƟcal 
acƟviƟes. PracƟcal experiences will account for 
approximately 30% of course hours.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

 Porƞolio 
 Food container (pracƟcal experiences) 
 Tea‐towel (pracƟcal experiences) 
 Closed in leather upper shoes 

(pracƟcal experiences)  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

Chef, nutriƟonist, dieƟcian, personal trainer, 
nutriƟonal therapist, food product 
development scienƟst, food markeƟng 
consultant, quality control officer, caterer.  

FOOD TECHNOLOGY  TAS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
The Year 11 course is structured to provide students with opportuniƟes to develop and apply their 
understanding of the geographical concepts of place, space, environment, interconnecƟon, scale, sustainability 
and change. Students invesƟgate natural systems; people, paƩerns and processes; and human–environment 
interacƟons. They develop an understanding of the nature and value of geographical inquiry through planning 
and conducƟng a geographical invesƟgaƟon.  

The Year 12 course is structured to provide students with opportuniƟes to develop and apply their 
understanding of the geographical concepts of place, space, environment, interconnecƟon, scale, sustainability 
and change. Students invesƟgate global sustainability, rural and urban places, and ecosystems and global 
biodiversity.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE (120 HOURS) 

 Earth’s Natural Systems  ‐ Students invesƟgate the diverse 
landscapes of the Earth’s surface and its disƟncƟve physical 
features.  This focus area includes an overview of the 
uniqueness and diversity of the Earth.  

 People, PaƩerns and Processes ‐  Students invesƟgate 
evidence of human diversity across the Earth’s surface. 
They examine the spaƟal paƩerns and extent of the human 
footprint, and the human transformaƟons shaping those 
paƩerns.  

 Human‐Environment InteracƟons ‐ Students invesƟgate the 
global nature of land cover change, from temporal and 
spaƟal perspecƟves, as they examine the long‐term 
development of natural systems compared to the short 
Ɵme frame of human acƟvity.  

 Geographical InvesƟgaƟon ‐  Students plan and conduct 
ONE Geographical InvesƟgaƟon to develop their 
understanding of the nature of geographical inquiry 
through pracƟcal research and applying geographical 
concepts, skills and tools.   

HSC COURSE 

 Global Sustainability ‐ Students invesƟgate sustainability in 
the contemporary world, including principles of, and acƟons 
for, sustainability.  

 Rural and Urban Places – Students invesƟgate the spaƟal 
characterisƟcs of diverse types of seƩlements, and the 
process of urbanisaƟon and urban growth influencing rural 
and urban places at a global scale.  

 Ecosystems and Global Biodiversity ‐ Students invesƟgate 
the funcƟoning of ecosystems, their value, the roles of 
natural and human stresses, and trends in global 
biodiversity.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Twelve (12) hours of fieldwork are mandatory for  
both the Year 11 and Year 12 course. Fieldwork 
may be integrated within an individual focus area 
or across focus areas as appropriate.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Anyone who is interested in the world 
around them ‐ ideally, students who will 
achieve an expected ROSA grade of C or 
higher. 

  
Exclusions 
N/A 

  

Aeroplane Pilot 
Agricultural ScienƟst 
Archaeologist 
Architect 
Civil Engineer 
Defence Force Officer 
Economist 
Engineering  
Environmental 
Adviser 
Environmental 
Consultant 
Environmental 
Manager 
Environmental 
ScienƟst 
Geologist 
Geophysicist 

 Geotechnical 
Engineer 
Landscape Architect 
Materials ScienƟst 
Meteorologist 
Park Ranger 
Process Engineer 
(Mining) 
Property Economist 
Research and 
Development 
Manager 
Ship's Master 
Ship's Officer 
Sociologist 
Surveyor 
Urban and Regional 
Planner 

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

GEOGRAPHY  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year  

  

Course Outline 

This is a new course that with the aim of Health and Movement Science to develop in each student a capacity 
to think about and act criƟcally in regards to key issues related to health and movement. This enables them to 
make informed decisions that contribute to healthy and acƟve lifestyles for individuals and communiƟes and 
support wellbeing. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Core Module One— ‘Health for individuals and communiƟes’ 
 40 hrs  30% 
Core Module Two—‘The Body in MoƟon’   40 hrs  30% 
Depth Study One and Two  20 hrs  20% 
CollaboraƟve InvesƟgaƟon  20 hrs  20% 
Marks  100% 

Tasks include: 
 laboratory reports 
 debates 
 oral presentaƟons 
 research reports 
 pracƟcal performances to demonstrate theoreƟcal 

understanding 
 examinaƟons 

 
HSC COURSE 

Core Module One—‘Health and Global Context’ 
   45 hrs  30% 
Core Module Two—‘Training for Improved Performance’  
  45 hrs  30% 
Depth Study One and Two   30 hrs  40% 
Marks   100% 

Tasks include: 
 laboratory reports 
 debates 
 oral presentaƟons 
 research reports 
 pracƟcal performances to demonstrate theoreƟcal 

understanding 
 examinaƟons/tests (up to a maximum 50% weighƟng). 

 

HSC Assessment  
External Assessment WeighƟng 50% of final HSC mark 
A three‐hour wriƩen examinaƟon.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Laptop 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who are interested in both the 
health/science of the human body and 
disease field as well as health/science of 
movement/sporƟng performance. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 

N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

 Teaching career 

 Nursing career 

 Physiotherapist 

 Chiropractor 

 Osteopath 

 Sport/movement analysis with 

sporƟng teams 

 Massage therapist 

 Biomechanical analysist with elite 

sporƟng teams 

 Work, Health and Safety posiƟons 

HEALTH & MOVEMENT SCIENCE  PDHPE 
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2025  Course Descriptor Hospitality -  SIT20322 Certificate II in Hospitality  Version {_UIVersionString} 

NSW Department of Education RTO 90333 

2025 Hospitality Course Descriptor 

SIT20322 Certificate II in Hospitality 

This information may change due to the Training Package and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) updates. Notification of vari-
ations will be made in due time with minimal impact. 

Course:  Hospitality (Food and Beverage) 
Industry Curriculum Framework (ICF) 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) eligible course 

HSC credit – 4 units 
(2 units x 2 years or 4 units x 1 year) 
Board Developed Course (240 hour) 

By enrolling in this VET qualificaƟon with the NSW Department of EducaƟon RTO 90333, you are choosing to parƟcipate in 

a program of study which will provide you a pathway towards, HSC accreditaƟon and a naƟonally recognised qualificaƟon 

(dual accreditaƟon). To receive this qualificaƟon, you must meet the assessment requirements of SIT20322 CerƟficate II in 

Hospitality hƩps://training.gov.au/training/details/SIT20322. You will be expected to complete all the requirements 

of the Registered Training OrganisaƟon and NESA. To gain the full qualificaƟon, you must achieve 12 units of competency. 

A statement of aƩainment towards the qualificaƟon is possible if at least one unit of competency is achieved. 

Students may apply  for RecogniƟon of Prior  Learning  (RPL) and/or Credit Transfer  (CT) provided  suitable evidence  is  sub‐

miƩed. 

Transferrable industry skills gained in this course 

 customer service skills 
 teamwork 
 organisational skills 

 adaptability 
 critical thinking 
 problem solving 

Examples of occupations in the hospitality industry 

 food and beverage attendant 
 espresso coffee machine operator 

 restaurant host/hostess 
 receptionist 

 function attendant 
 barista and café service administration 

VET requirements 

Competency-Based Assessment 
In this course you will work to develop the skills and knowledge described in each unit of competency. To be assessed as competent you 
must demonstrate your ability to satisfactorily complete the tasks required in the assessments. 
  
Appeals and Complaints 
You may lodge a complaint or an appeal about a decision (including assessment decisions) by following the Appeals and Complaints 
Guidelines 

HSC requirements 

Mandatory course requirements 
You must complete 240 indicative hours of course work and a minimum of 70 hours work placement. Not meeting these requirements 
will incur an `N` determined as required by NESA. 
  
External Assessment (optional HSC examination for ATAR purposes) 
The Higher School Certificate examination for Hospitality is only available after completion of 240 indicative hours and will involve a writ-
ten examination consisting of multiple-choice, short answers and extended response items. The examination is independent of the com-
petency-based assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact on your eligibility to receive a vocational qualification. 

Consumable costs:  
Preliminary ‐ $59.00 including uniform. 

Refunds 
Refund arrangements are on a pro‐rata basis. 
Please refer to your school refund policy 

A school-based traineeship is available in this course. For more information: https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/students/career-and
-study-pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships/traineeships/certificate-ii-hospitality 

Exclusions: In this Framework, students can only undertake the Hospitality (120 indicative hours) course or the Hospitality (240 indica-
tive hours) course. 

General information about NESA VET course exclusions can be found https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/
stage-6-learning-areas/vet/course-exclusions 
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1 unit 
HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
60 during HSC year 

  

Course Outline 
History Extension provides students with opportuniƟes to examine the way history is constructed and the role 
of historians. Students invesƟgate the nature of history and changing approaches to its construcƟon through 
sampling the works of various writers, historians and others involved in the pracƟce of history. Students apply 
their understanding to undertake an individual invesƟgaƟve project, focusing on an area of changing historical 
interpretaƟon.  
  

Course Content 

HSC Only 

The course comprises two secƟons. 

ConstrucƟng History (Minimum 40 indicaƟve hours) 

Key QuesƟons 

 Who are historians? 

 What are the purposes of history? 

 How has history been constructed, recorded and 
presented over Ɵme? 

 Why have approaches to history changed over Ɵme? 

Case Studies 

Students develop their understanding of significant 
historiographical ideas and methodologies by exploring one 
case study, with reference to three idenƟfied areas of 
debate and the key quesƟons. 

History Project (Maximum 20 indicaƟve hours) 

Students will undertake an individual invesƟgaƟve project, 
focusing on an area of changing historical interpretaƟon. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

The course requires students to undertake: 

 one case study 
 the development of one History 

Project. 

Prerequisites: 

Year 11 Ancient History or Modern History is 
a prerequisite for entry into Year 12 History 
Extension. 

Year 12 Ancient History or Modern History is 
a co‐requisite for Year 12 History Extension.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of B or higher and excellent results 
from ONE or BOTH Preliminary Ancient/
Modern History Courses.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Anthropologist 

Archaeologist 

Archivist 

Art Gallery Director 

Author 

Conservator 

Criminologist 

Freedom of 
InformaƟon Officer 

Gallery or Museum 
Curator 

Historian 

Industrial RelaƟons 
Officer 

Intelligence Officer 

 Journalist or Other 
Writer 

Judge 

Librarian 

Minister of Religion 

Newspaper or 
Periodical Editor 

Novelist 

Parliamentarian 

Policy Analyst 

Records Manager 

Research and 
Development Manager 

Sociologist 

Solicitor  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

HISTORY EXTENSION  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Aim:  Industrial Technology is designed to develop in students a knowledge and understanding of the structure 
of industry and its related technologies with an emphasis on designing, planning, construcƟng and 
communicaƟng through pracƟcal applicaƟons. 

Course Structure:  Industrial Technology has a Preliminary Course of 120 indicaƟve hours consisƟng of project 
work and an Industry Study that provide a broad range of skills and knowledge related to the focus area 
chosen, and an introducƟon to industrial pracƟces and processes. 

  

Course Content 

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Design, Management and CommunicaƟon,  
ProducƟon of Minor project  20% 

Design, Management and CommunicaƟon,  
ProducƟon of Major project  40% 

ProducƟon, Industry Related Manufacturing 
Technology and Safety ExaminaƟon  40% 

Total  100% 
 

 
HSC COURSE 

The  HSC  Course of 120 indicaƟve hours consists of the 
development of a Major Project and Industry Study. 
 
HSC Assessment  
1.5 hr WriƩen exam  40% 
Major Project including porƞolio  60%  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Porƞolio 

Major works 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
Can only study Industrial Technology Ɵmber 
or Metal – Cannot study mulƟple variaƟons 
of the same course.  

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

 
 Metal 
 Timber & Building trades 
 Project Management 
 Engineering 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY  
(FURNITURE AND TIMBER PRODUCT, METAL & ENGINEERING) 

TAS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
InvesƟgaƟng Science promotes acƟve inquiry and explores key concepts, models and phenomena. It promotes 
criƟcal thinking, problem‐solving, self‐directed study, and encourages an analyƟcal mindset. 

It draws and builds on the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and aƫtudes gained in junior Science. This 
Stage 6 course is designed to enhance students’ understanding of the value of evidence‐based invesƟgaƟons 
and the use of science‐based inquiry in their lives. 

The preliminary course focuses on the centrality of observaƟon in iniƟaƟng the scienƟfic process and examines 
the human tendency to draw inferences and make generalisaƟons from these observaƟons. Students learn 
about the development and use of scienƟfic models and the similariƟes and differences between scienƟfic 
theories and laws. 

The HSC course builds on the skills and concepts learnt in Year 11 with students conducƟng their own scienƟfic 
invesƟgaƟons and communicaƟng their findings in scienƟfic reports. Students are provided with the 
opportunity to examine the interdependent relaƟonship between science and technology and apply their 
knowledge, understanding and skills to scienƟfically examine a claim. The course concludes with students 
exploring the ethical, social, economic and poliƟcal influences on science and scienƟfic research in the modern 
world.  
  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Modules  
 Cause and Effect ‐ Observing 

 Cause and Effect – Inferences and GeneralisaƟons 

 ScienƟfic Models 

 Theories and Laws 

Includes 30 depth study hours  

HSC COURSE 

Modules  

 ScienƟfic InvesƟgaƟons 

 Technologies 

 Fact or Fallacy? 

 Science and Society 

Includes 30 depth study hours  

 

HSC Assessment  

 10 Hour Depth Study 

 Research Task 

 PracƟcal Assessment Task 

 Trial ExaminaƟon 

 A three‐hour wriƩen examinaƟon 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

This is a BYOD course. Students will be 
expected to have their own device to meet 
the extensive 'research' requirements in line 
with the new stage 6 senior 
science syllabuses. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

 Students who will achieve an 
expected ROSA grade of C or higher. 

 Students with an interest in Science as 
a career or further study. 

 Students undertaking another Science 
course (i.e Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Earth & Environmental Science) in 
Year 11.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course boosts criƟcal thinking, problem 
solving and communicaƟon skills. It also 
prepares students for further study in a 
range of science‐based courses at university 
and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: research scienƟst, 
biochemist, microbiologist, pharmacist, 
teacher, medical pracƟƟoner, science 
communicator/journalist, and toxicologist.  

INVESTIGATING SCIENCE  SCIENCE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
The Preliminary course develops students' knowledge and understanding of the nature and funcƟons of law 
and law‐making, the development of Australian and internaƟonal legal systems, the Australian consƟtuƟon and 
law reform. It examines an individual's rights and responsibiliƟes, how disputes are resolved and examines a 
contemporary issue concerning the individual and technology. Students have the opportunity to invesƟgate 
issues that illustrate how the law operates in pracƟce. This is achieved by invesƟgaƟng, analysing and 
synthesising legal informaƟon and invesƟgaƟng legal issues from a variety of perspecƟves. 

The HSC course invesƟgates the key areas of law, jusƟce and human rights through a variety of focus studies 
which consider how changes in socieƟes influence law reform. The major focus area of Crime involves an 
evaluaƟon of the Criminal InvesƟgaƟon Process where you learn about such things as police powers, gathering 
of evidence, search warrants and bail and remand. Students also have the opportunity to aƩend court on a 
number of occasions to observe real life cases in the Local, District and Supreme courts. 

  

Course Content 

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Part I – The Legal System  (40% of course Ɵme) 

Part II – The Individual and the Law   (30% of course Ɵme) 

Part III – The Law in PracƟce  (30% of course Ɵme) 

The Law in PracƟce unit is designed to provide opportuniƟes 
for students to deepen their understanding of the principles 
of law covered in the first secƟons of the course. This secƟon 
may be integrated with Part I and Part II. 

 
HSC COURSE 

Core Part I: Crime (30% of course Ɵme) 

Core Part II: Human Rights  (20% of course Ɵme) 

Part III: Two opƟons  (50% of course Ɵme) 

Two opƟons are chosen from: 

 Consumers 

 Global environment and protecƟon 

 Family 

 Indigenous peoples 

 Shelter 

 Workplace 

 World order. 

Each topic's themes and challenges should be integrated into 
the study of the topic. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 
NIL 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Air Force Officer 
AviaƟon 

Firefighter 
Army Officer 
Army Soldier  
AviaƟon Transport 

ProtecƟon Officer 
Court Officer 
Bailiff 
Border Force 

Officer 
Conveyancer  
CorrecƟonal 

Officer 
Criminologist 
Customs Broker 
Firefighter 
Forensic ScienƟst 
Indigenous 

Community 
Liaison Officer 

Intelligence 
Analyst 

Interpreter 
Judge 
Law Clerk 
Lawyer 
Machine 

Shorthand 
Reporter 

 Medical ScienƟst 
Navy Officer 
Navy Sailor 
Navy Technical 

Sailor 
Parking Officer  
Police Officer ‐ 

State 
Police Officer ‐ 

Australian Federal 
Police 

Policy Analyst 
Policy and Planning 

Manager 
Private InvesƟgator 
ProbaƟon and 

Parole Officer 
Public Servant ‐ 

Australian Public 
Service 

Public Servant ‐ 
State Government 

Research and 
Development 
Manager 

Research Officer 
Security Adviser  
Security Officer 
Security System 

Technician  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

LEGAL STUDIES  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
OpƟonal Exam / ATAR    Hours Studied 

120 per year 
  

Course Outline 
The MathemaƟcs Standard courses are focused on enabling students to use mathemaƟcs effecƟvely, efficiently 
and criƟcally to make informed decisions in their daily lives. They provide students with the opportuniƟes to 
develop an understanding of, and competence in, further aspects of mathemaƟcs through a large variety of 
real‐world applicaƟons for a range of concurrent HSC subjects.  

MathemaƟcs Standard 1, which is the easier of the two courses, is designed to help students improve their 
numeracy by building their confidence and success in making mathemaƟcs meaningful. Numeracy is more than 
being able to operate with numbers. It requires mathemaƟcal knowledge and understanding, mathemaƟcal 
problem‐solving skills and literacy skills, as well as posiƟve aƫtudes. When students become numerate they 
are able to manage a situaƟon or solve a problem in real contexts, such as everyday life, work or further 
learning. This course offers students the opportunity to prepare for post‐school opƟons of employment or 
further training. 

  

Course Content 

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

All MathemaƟcs Standard students will study these strands 
and sub topics 

Algebra Formulae and EquaƟons  
 Linear RelaƟonships 
Measurement ApplicaƟons of Measurement 
 Working with Time 
Financial MathemaƟcs Money MaƩers 
StaƟsƟcal Analysis Data Analysis 
 RelaƟve Frequency & Probability 

 

HSC COURSE 
All MathemaƟcs Standard 1 students will study these strands 
and sub topics 

Algebra  Types of RelaƟonships 
Measurement  Right Angled Triangles 
 Rates  
 Scale Drawings 
Financial MathemaƟcs Investments  
 DepreciaƟon and Loans 
StaƟsƟcal Analysis Further StaƟsƟcal Analysis 
Networks Network and Paths 

HSC Assessment  
Students studying HSC MathemaƟcs Standard 1 will be able 
to sit an opƟonal HSC MathemaƟcs Standard 1 examinaƟon 
(A 2.5 hour wriƩen examinaƟon consisƟng of MulƟple‐choice 
quesƟons, short‐answer quesƟons).  

This decision is best made at the beginning of the course.  

Students who do not sit for the HSC examinaƟon will be 
eligible for an HSC if they have met all other HSC 
requirements.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

A scienƟfic calculator and basic geometrical 
instruments. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who have achieved reasonable 
outcomes in the Stage 5.1 or 5.2 Course in 
Year 10. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
It is important to remember that this is a 
Category B subject, and if studied in 
conjuncƟon with others, only one will count 
towards an ATAR.  

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

MathemaƟcs Standard 1 is a course for 
students who intend to finish school with 
appropriate mathemaƟcal background for 
entering the workforce and/or undertaking 
further community and workplace training. 

MATHEMATICS STANDARD 1   



Warilla High School  40 

                

 

2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
The MathemaƟcs Standard courses are focused on enabling students to use mathemaƟcs effecƟvely, efficiently 
and criƟcally to make informed decisions in their daily lives. They provide students with the opportuniƟes to 
develop an understanding of, and competence in, further aspects of mathemaƟcs through a large variety of 
real‐world applicaƟons for a range of concurrent HSC subjects.  

MathemaƟcs Standard 2, which is the more detailed and difficult of the two courses, is designed for those 
students who want to extend their mathemaƟcal skills beyond Stage 5 but are not seeking the in‐depth 
knowledge of higher mathemaƟcs that the study of calculus would provide. This course offers students the 
opportunity to prepare for a wide range of educaƟonal and employment aspiraƟons, including conƟnuing their 
studies at a terƟary level.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

All MathemaƟcs Standard students will study these strands 
and sub topics 

Algebra Formulae and EquaƟons  
 Linear RelaƟonships 
Measurement ApplicaƟons of Measurement 
 Working with Time 
Financial MathemaƟcs Money MaƩers 
StaƟsƟcal Analysis Data Analysis 
 RelaƟve Frequency & Probability 

 

HSC COURSE 
All MathemaƟcs Standard 2 students will study these strands 
and sub topics 

Algebra  Types of RelaƟonships 
Measurement  Non‐right‐angled Trigonometry 
 Rates and RaƟos 
Financial MathemaƟcs Investments and Loans 
 AnnuiƟes 
StaƟsƟcal Analysis Bivariate Data Analysis 
 The Normal DistribuƟon 
Networks Network Concepts 
 CriƟcal Path Analysis 

HSC Assessment  

External Assessment WeighƟng  

A two and a half hour wriƩen formal examinaƟon consisƟng 
of:  MulƟple‐choice quesƟons, short‐answer quesƟons  

Calculators, geometrical instruments and approved 
geometrical templates that meet Board requirements (as 
advised through the Official NoƟces secƟon of the Board 
BulleƟn) may be used.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

A scienƟfic calculator and basic geometrical 
instruments. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who have achieved reasonable 
outcomes in the Stage 5.2 Course  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of business courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: Primary school 
teacher, markeƟng officer, adverƟsing 
execuƟve, sales representaƟve, retail buyer, 
clerk, purchasing officer.  

MATHEMATICS STANDARD 2   
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
The course is intended to give students who have demonstrated giŌed ability in the skills of Stage 5 
MathemaƟcs an understanding of and competence in some further aspects of mathemaƟcs which are 
applicable to the real world. It has general educaƟonal merit and is useful for concurrent studies in science and 
commerce. The course is a sufficient basis for further studies in mathemaƟcs as a minor discipline at terƟary 
level in support of courses such as the life sciences or commerce. Students who require substanƟal 
mathemaƟcs at a terƟary level supporƟng the physical sciences, computer science or engineering should 
undertake the Extension 1 or Extension 2 courses. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Basic arithmeƟc and algebra; Real funcƟons; Trigonometric 
raƟos; Linear funcƟons; The quadraƟc polynomial and the 
parabola; Plane geometry ‐ geometrical properƟes; Tangent 
to a curve and derivaƟve of a funcƟon. 

 

HSC COURSE 

Coordinate methods in geometry; ApplicaƟons of 
geometrical properƟes; Geometrical applicaƟons of 
differenƟaƟon; IntegraƟon; Trigonometric funcƟons; 
Logarithmic and exponenƟal funcƟons; ApplicaƟons of 
calculus to the physical world; Probability; Series and series 
applicaƟons. 

 

HSC Assessment  

External Assessment WeighƟng  
A three‐hour wriƩen formal examinaƟon consisƟng of:  

 
MulƟple‐choice quesƟons 
Short‐answer quesƟons  
 

Calculators, geometrical instruments and approved 
geometrical templates that meet Board requirements (as 
advised through the Official NoƟces secƟon of the Board 
BulleƟn) may be used. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

A scienƟfic calculator and basic geometrical 
instruments. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students must have proven success in the 
stage 5.3 MathemaƟcs course in year 10 
(Maths classes 10.1 and 10.2 only) to be 
eligible to aƩempt this course as there are 
limited places. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in mathemaƟcs, business, science and 
engineering courses at university and other 
terƟary insƟtuƟons. 

Career opƟons include: Accountant, 
engineer, surveyor, pilot, stockbroker, 
computer programmer, architect, teacher, 
town planner, medical scienƟst, 
psychologist.  

MATHEMATICS ADVANCED   
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1 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
60 per year 

  

Course Outline 
This is studied in conjuncƟon with the MathemaƟcs course. The content of this course, which includes the 
whole of the MathemaƟcs course, and its depth of treatment indicate that it is intended for those students 
who have demonstrated a mastery of the skills of Stage 5 MathemaƟcs and who are interested in the study of 
further skills and ideas in mathemaƟcs. The course is intended to give these students a thorough 
understanding of and competence in aspects of mathemaƟcs including many which are applicable to the real 
world. It has general educaƟonal merit and is also useful for concurrent studies of science, industrial arts and 
commerce. The course is a recommended minimum basis for support of the physical and engineering sciences. 
Although the Extension 1 course is sufficient for these purposes, students of outstanding mathemaƟcal ability 
should consider undertaking the Extension 2 course. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Further Work with FuncƟons  

Polynomials 

Inverse Trigonometric FuncƟons 

Further Trigonometric IdenƟƟes 

Rates of Change 

Working with Combinatorics     

 

HSC COURSE 

Proof by MathemaƟcal InducƟon 

IntroducƟon to Vectors 

Trigonometric EquaƟons 

Further Calculus Skills 

ApplicaƟons of Calculus 

The Binomial DistribuƟon 

 

HSC Assessment  

External Assessment  

Assessment consists of two HSC examinaƟon papers:  

The MathemaƟcs Extension 1 course two‐hour 
examinaƟon paper, including some mulƟple choice 
items.  

The MathemaƟcs course three‐hour examinaƟon paper. 

Calculators, geometrical instruments and approved 
geometrical templates that meet Board requirements (as 
advised through the Official NoƟces secƟon of the Board 
BulleƟn) may be used. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Board‐approved calculators, geometrical 
instruments and approved geometrical 
templates may be used.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who have achieved outcomes at an 
outstanding level in the Stage 5.3 Year 10 
Course and have extensive natural 
mathemaƟcal ability. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in mathemaƟcs, business, science and 
engineering courses at university and other 
terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: Accountant, 
architect, chemist, computer programmer, 
engineer, financial adviser, medical 
pracƟƟoner, teacher, pilot, medical scienƟst, 
and psychologist. 

MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1   
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1 unit 
HSC Only 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
60 during HSC year 

  

Course Outline 
The course offers a suitable preparaƟon for study of mathemaƟcs at terƟary level, as well as a deeper and 
more extensive treatment of certain topics than is offered in other mathemaƟcs courses. It represents a 
disƟnctly high level in school mathemaƟcs involving the development of considerable manipulaƟve skill and a 
high degree of understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus. These topics are treated in 
some depth. Thus the course provides a sufficient basis for a wide range of useful applicaƟons of mathemaƟcs 
as well as an adequate foundaƟon for the further study of the subject. 

The course content also includes the enƟre MathemaƟcs course, and the MathemaƟcs Extension 1 course. 

  

Course Content 

 
HSC ONLY 

The Nature of Proof 

Further Proof by MathemaƟcal InducƟon 

Further Work with Vectors 

IntroducƟon to Complex Numbers 

Using Complex Numbers 

Further IntegraƟon 

ApplicaƟons of Calculus to Mechanics 

 

HSC Assessment  

External Assessment WeighƟng  

Assessment consists of two HSC examinaƟon papers:  

The MathemaƟcs Extension 1 course two‐hour 
examinaƟon paper, including some mulƟple choice 
items.  

The MathemaƟcs Extension 2 course three‐hour 
examinaƟon paper and consists of eight quesƟons of 
equal value. 

While students also complete the work from the 
MathemaƟcs course they do not sit the HSC examinaƟon. 

Calculators, geometrical instruments and approved 
geometrical templates that meet Board requirements (as 
advised through the Official NoƟces secƟon of the Board 
BulleƟn) may be used.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Board‐approved calculators, geometrical 
instruments and approved geometrical 
templates may be used.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who have excelled in the 
Preliminary Extension 1 Course. SelecƟon to 
study this topic will be at the discreƟon of 
the Head Teacher MathemaƟcs. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in mathemaƟcs, business, science and 
engineering courses at university and other 
terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: Accountant, 
architect, chemist, computer programmer, 
engineer, financial adviser, medical 
pracƟƟoner, teacher, pilot, medical scienƟst, 
and psychologist. 

MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2   
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year  

  

Course Outline 
The Year 11 course provides students with opportuniƟes to develop and apply their understanding of methods 
and issues involved in the invesƟgaƟon of modern history. Students have the opportunity to engage in the 
study of a range of people, ideas, movements, events and developments that have shaped the modern world. 

The Year 12 course provides students with opportuniƟes to apply their understanding of sources and relevant 
issues in the invesƟgaƟon of the modern world. Through a core study, students invesƟgate the nature of 
power and authority 1919–1946. They also study key features in the history of one naƟon, one study in peace 
and conflict and one study of change in the modern world.  

  

Course Content 

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

The Fall of the Romanov's 

Contestability of History (JFK AssassinaƟon) 

Historical InvesƟgaƟon 

China 1949‐1965 

World War 1 

 
HSC COURSE 

Power and Authority (Mandatory across the state) 

NaƟonal Study: Soviet Union 1917‐1941 

Conflict in the Modern World: Indochina Conflict 

Change in the World: The Cultural RevoluƟon unƟl 
Tiananmen Square. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher and have a B Grade in 

English. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Anthropologist 
Archaeologist 
Archivist 
Art Gallery 

Director 
Author 
Conservator 
Criminologist 
Freedom of 

InformaƟon 
Officer 

Gallery or 
Museum Curator 

Historian 
Industrial 

RelaƟons Officer 
Intelligence Officer 
Journalist or Other  

 Writer 
Judge 
Librarian 
Minister of 

Religion 
Newspaper or 

Periodical Editor 
Novelist 
Parliamentarian 
Policy Analyst 
Records Manager 
Research and 

Development 
Manager 

Sociologist 
Solicitor  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

MODERN HISTORY  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
The aim of Music 1 is to provide students with the opportunity to acquire knowledge, skills and experiences 
and to emerge as musically sensiƟve and capable individuals with the capacity and desire for music to play a 
significant and conƟnually developing role in their lives. 

 In Music 1 students will study: 

 the concepts  of music (duraƟon, pitch, tone colour, texture, structure, dynamics and expressive 
techniques) 

 through the learning experienced (performance, composiƟon, musicology and aural) 

 within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres 

  

Course Content 

HSC ONLY 

Students will study three contexts from a prescribed list, 
examining how each concept is used within the context 
through components of performance, composiƟon, aural 
and musicology. In the preliminary course the components 
are equally weighted at 25%. 

 

HSC Assessment  

Students will study either: 

 three contexts (different from the Preliminary course) 

OR 

 two contexts (different from the Preliminary course) 
and one context studied from the Preliminary course 
that builds on the context studies, reflecƟng a greater 
depth and understanding of the style through a 
comparaƟve study. 

 

All students are required for the HSC to complete a one hour 
Listening (wriƩen) exam 30 marks , a Core‐performance 20 
marks and three elecƟves 60 marks (the elecƟve choices are 
performance, composiƟon and viva‐voce). 

 

HSC Assessment  
External Assessment WeighƟng  

Performance (Core)  20 marks 

Listening (Aural exam) 30 marks 

ElecƟves    60 marks 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Manuscript book  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Music 1 assumes no prior knowledge of 
musical notaƟon beyond the basic 
introducƟon in the Mandatory (Year 7 & 8) 
course. 

Students who have a keen interest in the 
study of music and in performing music as 
well as students who appreciate music as 
part of their lives. 

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of Music based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: musical/film 
composer, music therapist, music journalist, 
recording arƟst, music arranger, music 
teacher, song writer, musician  

MUSIC  CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year  

  

Course Outline 
The Physics Stage 6 Syllabus involves the study of maƩer and its moƟon through space and Ɵme, along with 
related concepts that include energy and force.  

Physics deals with the study of phenomena on scales of space and Ɵme – from nuclear parƟcles and their 
interacƟons up to the size and age of the Universe. This allows students to beƩer understand the physical 
world and how it works, appreciate the uniqueness of the Universe, and parƟcipate in navigaƟng and 
influencing the future. 

The problem‐solving nature of physics further develops students’ Working ScienƟfically skills by focusing on 
the exploraƟon of models and the analysis of theories and laws, which promotes an understanding of the 
connectedness of seemingly dissimilar phenomena. 

Students who study physics are encouraged to use observaƟons to develop quanƟtaƟve models of real‐world 
problems and derive relaƟonships between variables. They are required to engage in solving equaƟons based 
on these models, make predicƟons, and analyse the interconnectedness of physical enƟƟes. 

The study of physics provides the foundaƟon knowledge and skills required to support parƟcipaƟon in a range 
of careers. It is a discipline that uƟlises innovaƟve and creaƟve thinking to address new challenges, such as 
sustainability, energy efficiency and the creaƟon of new materials. 
  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Core Modules  
1: KinemaƟcs  
2: Dynamics  
3: Waves and Thermodynamics  
4: Electricity and MagneƟsm  

 
 

HSC COURSE 

5: Advanced Mechanics  
6: ElectromagneƟsm  
7: The Nature of Light 
8: From the Universe to the Atom 
 

HSC Assessment  
15 hours must be allocated to depth studies within the 120 
indicaƟve course hours. ScienƟfic invesƟgaƟons include both 
pracƟcal invesƟgaƟons and secondary‐sourced 
invesƟgaƟons. PracƟcal invesƟgaƟons are an essenƟal part 
of the course and must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of 
course Ɵme, including Ɵme allocated to pracƟcal 
invesƟgaƟons in depth studies.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

MathemaƟcal skills  

This is a BYOD course. Students will be 
expected to have their own device to meet 
the extensive 'research' requirements in line 
with the new stage 6 senior 
science syllabuses  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who do advanced mathemaƟcs 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
Maximum of 6 Science units in Year 11 
Maximum of 7 Science units in Year 12  
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of science based courses at 
university and other terƟary insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: astronomy, 
astrophysics, nuclear radiaƟon research 
(e.g. ANSTO), aerodynamics, engineering, 
medical physics, sound engineer, 
radiography, nanotechnology, roboƟcs, 
quantum mechanics, electrical science, 
physiotherapy, rocket science, and more.  

PHYSICS  SCIENCE 
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2025  Course Descriptor Retail Services -  SIR30216 Certificate III in Retail  Version {_UIVersionString} 

NSW Department of Education RTO 90333 

2025 Retail Services Course Descriptor 

SIR30216 Certificate III in Retail 

This information may change due to the Training Package and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) updates. Notification of vari-
ations will be made in due time with minimal impact 

Course:  Retail Services 
Industry Curriculum Framework (ICF) 

HSC credit – 4 units 
(2 units x 2 years or 4 units x 1 year)) 
Board Developed Course (240 hour) 

By enrolling in this VET qualificaƟon with the NSW Department of EducaƟon RTO 90333, you are choosing to parƟcipate in 

a program of study which will provide you a pathway towards, HSC accreditaƟon and a naƟonally recognised qualificaƟon 

(dual accreditaƟon). To receive this qualificaƟon, you must meet the assessment requirements of SIR30216 CerƟficate III 

in Retail hƩps://training.gov.au/Training/Details/SIR30216. You will be expected to complete all requirements of the Reg‐

istered Training OrganisaƟon and NESA. To gain the full qualificaƟon you must achieve 13 units of competency. A state‐

ment of aƩainment towards the qualificaƟon is possible if at least one unit of competency is achieved. 

Students may apply  for RecogniƟon of Prior  Learning  (RPL) and/or Credit Transfer  (CT) provided  suitable evidence  is  sub‐

miƩed. 

Transferrable industry skills gained in this course 

 maintain store operations 
 using technology to organise information 
 meeting organisational expectations 

 customer service skills 
 teamwork 
 problem solving 

Examples of occupations in the retail services industry 

 frontline sales assistant 
 customer service representative 

 shop assistant 
 retail supervisor 

 team leader 
 senior sales assistant administration 

VET requirements 

Competency-Based Assessment 
In this course you will work to develop the skills and knowledge described in each unit of competency. To be assessed as competent you 
must demonstrate your ability to satisfactorily complete the tasks required in the assessments. 
  
Appeals and Complaints 
You may lodge a complaint or an appeal about a decision (including assessment decisions) by following the Appeals and Complaints 
Guidelines 

HSC requirements 

Mandatory course requirements 
You must complete 240 indicative hours of course work and a minimum of 70 hours work placement. Not meeting these requirements will 
incur an `N` determined as required by NESA. 
  
External Assessment (optional HSC examination for ATAR purposes) 
The Higher School Certificate examination for Retail Services is only available after completion of 240 indicative hours and will involve a 
written examination consisting of multiple-choice, short answers and extended response items. The examination is independent of the 
competency-based assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact on your eligibility to receive a vocational qualification. 

Consumable costs: Preliminary – n/a Refunds 
n/a 

A school-based traineeship is available in this course. For more information: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-study-
pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships 

Exclusions: In this framework students can only undertake the Retail Services (120 indicative hours) course or the Retail Services (240 
indicative hours) course. 

General information about NESA VET course exclusions can be found https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/
stage-6-learning-areas/vet/course-exclusions 
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1 unit 
HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
60 during HSC year 

  

Course Outline 
The study of Science Extension Stage 6 enables students with a passion for science to explore the development 
of the scienƟfic process over Ɵme, undertake high‐level authenƟc scienƟfic research, communicate findings 
and propose further research.  
This course is for students wishing to further their studies in a Science related discipline aŌer year 12. It is 
parƟcularly helpful when studied in conjuncƟon with InvesƟgaƟng Science.  

  

Course Content 

HSC Only 

The course comprises Four secƟons. 

Module 1 ‐ The foundaƟons of ScienƟfic thinking  

Module 2 ‐ The ScienƟfic Research Proposal  

Module 3 ‐ The Data, Evidence and Decisions  

Module 4 ‐ The ScienƟfic Research Report Key QuesƟons 

 

As you study the Modules you will be building a ScienƟfic 
Research Project where you will gather primary or secondary 
data, to report on a formulated hypothesis based on 
scienƟfic research. This will be supported by a ScienƟfic 
Research Porƞolio. History Project (Maximum 20 indicaƟve 
hours) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

The course requires students to undertake: 

 A ScienƟfic Research Project. 

Prerequisites: 

At least one Year 11 Science subject (eg 
Biology, Chemistry, InvesƟgaƟng Science 
etc) is a prerequisite for entry into Year 12 
Science Extension.  

At least one Year 12 Science subject is a 
coͲrequisite for Year 12 Science Extension.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of B or higher and excellent results 
from at least ONE preliminary science 
subject.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

Science Extension is designed for students 

with an interest in scienƟfic research. The 

course lays a foundaƟon for students 

planning to pursue further study in Science, 

Technology, Engineering or MathemaƟcs 

(STEM) based courses offered at the terƟary 

level, and to engage in new and emerging 

industries.  

SCIENCE EXTENSION  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 in year  

  

Course Outline 
Society and Culture is a subject about understanding human interacƟons and behaviours. In this subject we 
invesƟgate ideas such as “OK Boomer” and “Karen wants to speak to the manager” and determine where they 
come from. We chronicle the history and movements that transformed Rock n Roll and Hip Hop. We 
invesƟgate sports cultures and analyse why supporters are so passionate about their team. We also look into 
the nature vs nurture debate to determine how you developed your own personal idenƟty. 

 Society and Culture is a subject that draws upon aspects of Sociology, Anthropology and Research 
Methodology to develop your understanding of the modern world. This culminates in students developing 
their own topic of research and becoming an expert in this specific area (an assessment known as the Personal 
Interest Project). UlƟmately, Society and Culture is a subject that effecƟvely establishes foundaƟonal research 
pracƟces and study skills that will support student in their HSC studies and beyond.  
  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

The Social and Cultural World – the interacƟons between 

persons and groups within socieƟes 

Personal and Social IdenƟty – socialisaƟon and the 

development of personal and social idenƟty in a variety of 

social and cultural seƫngs 

Intercultural CommunicaƟon – how people in different 

social, cultural and environmental seƫngs behave, 

communicate and perceive the world around them 

 

HSC COURSE 

Social and Cultural ConƟnuity and Change – the nature of 

social and cultural conƟnuity and change as well as 

applicaƟon of research methods and social theory to a 

selected country study 

The Personal Interest Project (PIP) – an individual research 

project 

Depth Studies 

Two to be chosen from: 

 Popular Culture – the interconnecƟon between 

popular culture, society and the individual 

 Belief Systems and Ideologies – the relaƟonship of 

belief systems and ideologies to culture and idenƟty 

 Social Inclusion and Exclusion – the nature of social 

inclusion and exclusion as well as implicaƟons for 

individuals and groups in socieƟes and cultures 

 Social Conformity and Nonconformity – the nature of 

conformity and nonconformity and its influences on 

the formaƟon of peoples’ aƫtudes and behaviours. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 
CompleƟon of Personal Interest Project (PIP) 
during the HSC (Year 12).  
  
RecommendaƟons 
Who should do this course 
Students who will achieve an expected ROSA 
grade of C or higher and have an interest in 
sociology. 

  
Exclusions 
What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Aboriginal Liaison 
Officer 

Adult EducaƟon 
Teacher 

AdverƟsing Account 
ExecuƟve 

Anthropologist 
Archaeologist 
Archivist 
Careers Counsellor 
Commissioned 

Defence Force Officer 
Conservator 
Counsellor 
Criminologist 
Economist 
Environmental Health 

Officer 
Freedom of 

InformaƟon Officer 
Gallery or Museum 

Curator 
GeneƟc Counsellor 
Health PromoƟon 

Officer 
Historian 
Human Resource 

Consultant 
Industrial RelaƟons 

Officer 
Journalist or Other 

Writer  
Librarian 

 Management 
Consultant 

Market Research 
Analyst 

MarkeƟng Officer 
Minister of Religion 
Novelist 
Parliamentarian 
Policy Analyst 
Primary School 

Teacher 
Property 

Economist 
Psychologist 
Public RelaƟons 

Officer 
Records Manager 
Recruitment 

Consultant 
Social Worker 
Sociologist 
Solicitor 
Trade Union 

Official 
Training Officer 
University Lecturer 
Urban and 

Regional Planner 
VocaƟonal 

EducaƟon Teacher 
Welfare Project 

Manager 
Welfare Worker  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

SOCIETY AND CULTURE  HSIE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
This course provides students with the opportunity to add a creaƟve outlet to their HSC studies where they will 
learn about design including fabric colouraƟon, historical design, cultural design factors and contemporary 
designers. Students learn about fibres, yarns, fabrics, innovaƟons and emerging texƟle technologies, 
environmental sustainability, current issues and the Australian TexƟle Industry. PracƟcal experiences, 
experimenƟng and product manufacturing are integrated throughout the content areas and include the 
compleƟon of texƟle projects.  
  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Students will undertake two preliminary texƟle projects. 
Preliminary Project 1 is drawn from the area of study of 
Design and focuses on the generaƟon and communicaƟon of 
ideas, design modificaƟon, manipulaƟve skills, evaluaƟon of 
ideas and of the project, and management of Ɵme and 
resources. Preliminary Project 2 is drawn from the area of 
study of ProperƟes and Performance of TexƟles and focuses 
on an analysis of fabric, yarn and fibre properƟes, 
experimental procedures, product design, fabric choice, 
manipulaƟve and management skills, communicaƟon 
methods and the recording of informaƟon. These 2 projects 
provide the foundaƟon for the HSC project – therefore prior 
studies of TexƟle Technology in Stage 5 are not a pre‐
requisite. 

HSC COURSE 

Main topics covered  
In the HSC course, the Major TexƟles Project allows students 
to develop a texƟle project of their choosing from one of the 
following focus areas: apparel, furnishings, costume, texƟle 
arts, non‐apparel. The selected focus area allows students to 
explore in detail one area of interest through a creaƟve 
texƟle design process that integrates the areas of Design, 
ProperƟes and Performance of TexƟles and the Australian 
TexƟle, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries. 

The project has two components: the supporƟng 
documentaƟon and texƟle item(s). 

HSC Assessment  
The Major TexƟles Project, worth 50% of the HSC mark and 
is externally assessed.  

The HSC Exam is worth 50% and is a 1½ hour wriƩen exam. 

 mulƟple choice, Short answer and extended response. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 
Access to a computer/ laptop is necessary to 
complete the porƞolio. Purchase of 
materials for the pracƟcal project. 

  
RecommendaƟons 
Who should do this course 
Anyone can do course. ParƟcularly if you 
have an interest in design.  

  
Exclusions 
What you can not do with this course 
N/A 
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 
 Career opportuniƟes in Design and 

Fashion, including but not limited to; 
Designer (fashion, graphic, interior), 
fashion editor, paƩernmaker, stylist, 
machinist, texƟle engineer, illustrator, 
etc.  

 Porƞolio presentaƟon involves digital 
skills while design and drawing skills 
are relevant to a range of industries 
such as Graphic Design, Theatre and 
film ‐ costume design, Human 
Resources, EducaƟon, Landscape 
Design etc. 

 Knowledge of texƟle fibre/ fabric 
properƟes are relevant to Work, 
Health and Safety clothing and 
footwear, Interior DecoraƟon ‐both 
domesƟc and commercial, Retail & 
fashion Industry, specialised industries 
such equipment for the armed forces, 
rescue, mining, sport etc 

 Social and environmental awareness: 
through study of the texƟle industry 
and its impact on society and the 
wider world; relevant to further 
studies in health, sociology, marine 
biology, environmental management 
and polluƟon. 

TEXTILES AND DESIGN  TAS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Developed Course   ATAR 
Yes 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Visual Arts involves students in art making, art criƟcism and art history. Students develop their own artworks, 
culminaƟng in a ‘body of work’ in the HSC course. Students criƟcally and historically invesƟgate artworks, 
criƟcs, historians and arƟsts from Australia as well as those from other cultures, tradiƟons and Ɵmes.  

The Preliminary course is broadly focused, while the HSC course provides for deeper and more complex 
invesƟgaƟons. While the course builds on Visual Arts courses in Stages 4 and 5, it also caters for students with 
more limited experience in Visual Arts.  

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

 The nature of pracƟce in art making, art criƟcism and 
art history through different invesƟgaƟons  

 The role and funcƟon of arƟsts, artworks, the world 
and audiences in the art world  

 The different ways the visual arts may be interpreted 
and how students might develop their own informed 
points of view  

 How students may develop meaning and focus and 
interest in their work  

 Building understandings over Ɵme through various 
invesƟgaƟons and working in different forms.  

 

HSC COURSE 

Main topics covered  
 How students may develop their pracƟce in art 

making, art criƟcism, and art history  

 How students may develop their own informed points 
of view in increasingly independent ways and use 
different interpreƟve frameworks in their 
invesƟgaƟons  

 How students may learn about the relaƟonships 
between arƟsts, artworks, the world and audiences 
within the art world and apply these to their own 
invesƟgaƟons  

 How students may further develop meaning and focus 
in their work.  

HSC Assessment  
External Assessment WeighƟng  
artmaking (Body of Work)  50% 
art criƟcism and art history (90 minute wriƩen paper)  50% 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

A3 Visual Arts Process Diary  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Anyone can do this course. Students with a 
keen interest in any of the visual arts will 
gain a great benefit from the selecƟon of 
this course.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of Visual Arts based 
courses at university and other terƟary 
insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include:  

any design area, illustraƟon, interior design, 
digital art, art direcƟng, furniture design, 
computer graphics, prinƟng and animaƟon.  

VISUAL ARTS  CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
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PART B: BOARD ENDORSED COURSES 

There are two types of Board Endorsed Courses: 

 Content Endorsed Courses 

 School Designed Courses 

Content Endorsed Courses have syllabuses endorsed by NESA to cater for areas of special interest not covered in 
Board Developed Courses.  

Schools may also design special courses in order to meet student's needs. These courses must be approved by 
the Board of Studies. Once approval is granted, schools offer selected courses to senior students as part of the 
Higher School CerƟficate. 

There is no external examinaƟon for Board Endorsed Courses. Assessment is school based. 

All Board Endorsed courses count towards the Higher School CerƟficate and appear on the student’s Record of 
Achievement. However, Board Endorsed Courses do not count in the calculaƟon of the Australian TerƟary 
Assessment Rank (ATAR). 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Computer‐based technology is an integral part of today’s society. This is reflected in daily acƟviƟes carried out 
in contexts such as the workplace, educaƟon, entertainment, recreaƟon and the home. In this course, students 
will parƟcipate in hands‐on acƟviƟes to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of hardware and 
soŌware, graphics, spreadsheets, databases, desktop publishing, communicaƟons and mulƟmedia.  
 
Project work is integrated into the course and there are opportuniƟes for individual and group projects in each 
of the modules. The importance of project work is reinforced through a mandatory project assessment 
requirement.  

  

Course Content 

CompuƟng ApplicaƟons consists of 12 modules that are 
selected to provide a course that will meet students’ specific 
needs and interests.  

Modules opƟons include: 
 Hardware & SoŌware Skills   
 Databases 
 Graphics   
 Graphics II  
 Spreadsheets   
 Spreadsheets II   
 MulƟmedia I   
 MulƟmedia II  
 Desktop Publishing I  
 Desktop Publishing II  
 CommunicaƟons I   
 CommunicaƟons II 

A range of 15‐hour and 30‐hour modules will be offered 
which may be delivered as: 

 4 x 30 hour or 
 2 x 30 hour and 4 x 15 hour or 
 3 x 30 hour and 2 x 15 hour 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

 Hardware & SoŌware Skills module and a combinaƟon 
of modules   

HSC COURSE 

Where two modules of the same Ɵtle are menƟoned, 
Module I is taught first. 

HSC Assessment  
Internal Assessment WeighƟng  
Project Management  20%   
Problem‐solving 20%   
Decision‐making 20%   
Designing SoluƟons  20%   
ImplementaƟon  20%   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Laptop 

16Gig (minimum) external drive 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

The aim of the course is to develop students’ 
capacity to be criƟcal, ethical, competent 
and confident users of informaƟon and 
communicaƟon technologies in order to 
parƟcipate in a range of work, study and 
other life situaƟons.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course will give you the skills and 
knowledge to help prepare you for 
employment in careers that rely on 
computer technologies. It will also provide 
you with an avenue for further study in TAFE 
or university if you wish to specialise in 
computer studies. 

Career opƟons include:  

 Office AdministraƟon 
 Data Entry 
 Graphic Design 
 Website development and 

management 

COMPUTING APPLICATION  CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Our society is increasingly recognising children’s experiences in the early childhood years as the foundaƟon for 
future growth, development and learning. 

This course explores issues within an early childhood context and considers these in relaƟon to the students 
themselves, their family and the community. 

  

Course Content 

The study of this course will enable students to: 

 develop an awareness and understanding of the 
growth, development and learning of young children 
and the importance of the early childhood years 

 recognise the uniqueness of all children, including 
those who have special needs 

 become aware of the value of play in the lives of 
children, and consider means of providing safe and 
challenging environments for play 

 idenƟfy the range of services developed and provided 
for young children and their families 

 consider the role of family and community in the 
growth, development and learning of young children 

 reflect upon potenƟal implicaƟons for themselves as 
adults, in relaƟon to young children 

 understand and appreciate the diversity of cultures 
within Australia and the ways in which this influences 
children and families 

 become aware of the work opportuniƟes available in 
the area of children’s services. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

 laptop 
 compleƟon of a baby simulaƟon task 

requiring students to take home baby 
simulaƟon doll for allocated number 
of days. 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who have an interest in pursuing 
this type of employment aŌer school and 
developing life skills they may use in a family 
seƫng in the future.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

 Early childhood career 
 Teaching career 
 Nursing/ midwifery/paediatric care 
 Community organisaƟons involved 

with the care of young children 
 Youth worker/ counsellor 

EXPLORING EARLY CHILDHOOD  PDHPE 
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2025  Course Descriptor Manufacturing and Engineering Introduction -  MEM10119 Certificate I in Engineering & Statement of Attainment towards 
MEM20422 Certificate II in Engineering Pathways  Version 0.6 

NSW Department of Education RTO 90333 

2025 Manufacturing and Engineering Introduction Course Descriptor 

MEM10119 Certificate I in Engineering & Statement of Attainment towards MEM20422 Certificate II in 

This information may change due to the Training Package and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) updates. Notification of vari-
ations will be made in due time with minimal impact. 

Course: Manufacturing and Engineering - Introduction 
Board Endorsed Course (240 hour) 
(2 units x 2 years or 4 units x 1 year) 

HSC credit – 4 units 
There is no Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for this course  

By enrolling in this VET qualification with the NSW Department of Education RTO 90333, you are choosing to participate in a program of 
study which will provide you a pathway towards, HSC accreditation and a nationally recognised qualification (dual accreditation). To re-
ceive this qualification, you must meet the assessment requirements of MEM10119 Certificate I in Engineering & Statement of Attain-
ment towards MEM20422 Certificate II in Engineering Pathways https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/MEM10119 & https://
training.gov.au/Training/Details/MEM20422 You will be expected to complete all requirements of the Registered Training Organisa-
tion. To gain the full qualification MEM10119 Certificate I in Engineering students must successfully achieve 8 units of competency (16 
points). A Statement of Attainment toward MEM20413 Certificate II in Engineering is possible if at least one of the certificate II units of 
competency is achieved. 
Students may apply for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) and/or Credit Transfer (CT) provided suitable evidence is submitted. 

Transferrable industry skills gained in this course 

 risk management 
 time management 
 basic emergency response 

 communication 
 problem solving 
 decision making 

Examples of occupations in the manufacturing and engineering industry 

 fitter machinist 
 refrigeration mechanic 

 toolmaker 
 maintenance fitter 

 Air conditioning mechanic 

VET requirements 

Competency-Based Assessment 
In this course you will work to develop the skills and knowledge described in each unit of competency. To be assessed as competent you 
must demonstrate your ability to satisfactorily complete the tasks required in the assessments. 
  
Appeals and Complaints 
You may lodge a complaint or an appeal about a decision (including assessment decisions) by following the Appeals and Complaints 
Guidelines. 

HSC requirements 

Mandatory course requirements 
You must complete 240 indicative hours of course work and a minimum of 35 hours work placement. Not meeting these requirements will 
incur an `N` determined as required by NESA. 
  
External Assessment)   
There is no external assessment (optional HSC examination) for this course. 

Consumable costs:  $50.00 

  
  

Refunds 
Refund arrangements are on a pro‐rata basis 
Please refer to your school refund policy 

A school-based traineeship is not available in this course. 

Exclusions: General information about NESA VET course exclusions can be found https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/
nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/vet/course-exclusions    
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Marine Studies provides an opportunity for students to study this amazing environment and to appreciate its 
value. It gives them the opportunity to develop the necessary knowledge and skills to use and protect its 
unique ecosystems, and at the same Ɵme communicate their appreciaƟon to the community. It provides an 
opportunity to insƟl in students an acceptable ethical code towards use of the marine environment, 
increasingly demanded by the community and their governments. This is a criƟcal Ɵme for our oceans with 
many threats to its ecosystems. This course aims to educate students about the impacts that human acƟviƟes 
are having and arm them with the informaƟon with which to make informed decisions to help protect this 
fragile environment. 

Marine Studies provides an opportunity for students, no maƩer their skill level, to experience first‐hand 
(through snorkelling and other acƟviƟes) a wide range of marine habitats. Students who undertake this course 
will be given a chance to travel to Lady Elliot Island (southern‐most Ɵp of the Great Barrier Reef) and immerse 
themselves in this amazing coral reef ecosystem. 
  

Course Content 

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Core Modules  
 Humans in Water 
 Marine & MariƟme Employment 

OpƟonal Modules 
 ResuscitaƟon & First Aid 
 Marine Safety 
 Skin Diving & Diving Science 

 
 

HSC COURSE 

Core Modules  
 The Marine Environment 
 Life In The Sea 

OpƟonal Modules 
 Coral Reef Ecosystems 
 Surfing and Surf Culture 
 Estuarine Environments 

 
HSC Assessment  
Skills Assessment 
Research Task 
Exam 
 

Note: There is no external HSC exam as this course is NON‐
ATAR 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

None 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Students who have a genuine interest in 
learning more about our marine 
environment and are keen to explore it first 
hand.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for a range of 
marine based occupaƟons and would also 
support entry into a range of terƟary 
Biological based courses (e.g. Marine 
Science)  

MARINE STUDIES  SCIENCE 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
NESA developed the Numeracy CEC as an alternaƟve mathemaƟcs offering in Stage 6. The Numeracy CEC is 
focused on the development and consolidaƟon of core numeracy skills through authenƟc and relevant learning 
scenarios. These include budgeƟng, shopping, record and account keeping, and a range of real�life acƟviƟes 
requiring numeracy skills. The course is also aligned to the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) Level 3, a 
naƟonally agreed level of funcƟonal numeracy (NESA, 2019).  

The Numeracy CEC is structured as a 2‐unit course. It can be delivered as a 120 hour course for Year 11, or as a 
240 hour course across Year 11 and 12. The course can count towards the aƩainment of the HSC (but is not 
externally examined and does not contribute to an Australian TerƟary Admissions Rank (ATAR) calculaƟon) and 
appears on the student’s Record of School Achievement (RoSA). Where students request a RoSA, the 
Numeracy CEC will be listed with their other Stage 6 courses. 

  

Course Content 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

The Numeracy course is focused on building funcƟonal and 
pracƟcal skills including:  

Module 1: 

 OperaƟons with Whole Numbers 

 Distance, area and volume 

 Time 

 Data, graphs and Tables 

 
Module 2: 

 OperaƟons with FracƟons and Decimals 

 Metric relaƟonships 

 Length, mass, capacity 

 Chance 

 
HSC COURSE 

Module 3: 

 Percentages 

 OperaƟons with numbers 

 Finance 

 LocaƟon, Ɵme and temperature 

 Space and Design 

 
Module 4: 

 Rates and raƟos 

 StaƟsƟcs and Probability 

 Exploring with NRMT  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

A scienƟfic calculator and basic geometrical 
instruments.  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

This course is appropriate for students who 
need further opportuniƟes to develop 
essenƟal numeracy skills required for 
everyday life, including work, learning, 
community engagement and personal 
contexts.  

This may include students who are yet to 
demonstrate achievement of the HSC 
minimum standard in numeracy.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
This course is not externally examined and 
does not contribute to an Australian TerƟary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR) calculaƟon.  
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

Developing numeracy skills means knowing 
how to use mathemaƟcs in everyday life and 
for problem‐solving beyond the classroom.  

These skills help to overcome challenges, 
recognise opportuniƟes and be successful in 
the workplace and in life. 

This course offers students the opportunity 
to develop the numeracy and mathemaƟcs 

skills required for everyday life aŌer school. 

NUMERACY   
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Photography, Video and Digital Imaging offers students the opportunity to explore contemporary arƟsƟc 
pracƟces that make use of photography, video and digital imaging. These fields of arƟsƟc pracƟce resonate 
with students’ experience and understanding of the world and are highly relevant to contemporary ways of 
interpreƟng the world.  

The course offers opportuniƟes for students to invesƟgate one or more of these fields and to develop 
understanding and skills that contribute to an informed criƟcal pracƟce. Central to this is the development of 
creaƟve acƟon, reflecƟon and the exercise of judgement. Photography, Video and Digital Imaging also offers 
opportuniƟes for students to invesƟgate the pervasiveness of these fields in the contemporary world in the 
visual arts and design, television, film, video, the mass media and mulƟmedia, and to invesƟgate the ways in 
which these fields of arƟsƟc pracƟce have adapted and evolved over the twenƟeth century.  

Photography, Video and Digital Imaging in Stage 6 is designed to enable students to gain an increasing 
accomplishment and independence in their representaƟon of ideas in the fields of photography and/or video 
and/or digital imaging and to understand and value how these fields of pracƟce invite different interpretaƟons 
and explanaƟons.  

  

Course Content 

Modules  
 OccupaƟonal Health and Safety Module (mandatory) 
 IntroducƟon to the Field  
 Developing a Point of View  
 TradiƟons, ConvenƟons, Styles and Genres  
 Manipulated Forms 
 The Arranged Image  
 Temporal Accounts  

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Modules may be selected in any of the three broad fields: 

 Wet photography  
 Video  
 Digital Imaging  

 
HSC COURSE 

Modules may be selected in any of the three broad fields: 

 Wet photography  
 Video  
 Digital Imaging  
 Individual/CollaboraƟve Project module 

 
 
HSC Assessment  
Internal Assessment WeighƟng  

Making   70%     
CriƟcal and Historical Studies   30%  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Process Diary 

Computer laptop and access to a camera is 
advantageous  

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Anyone can do this course. It is an excellent 
course for anyone who enjoys more Ɵme 
and focus on pracƟcal tasks as 70% of 
coursework is making.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
Work developed for assessment in this 
course may not be used in full or in part for 
assessment in Visual Arts.  
  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of arts based courses at 
TAFE, university and other terƟary 
insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: photographer, 
graphic designer, adverƟsing, news and 
media, journalism, fashion photographer, 
computer arƟst or director should consider 
studying Photography, Video and Digital 
Imaging.  

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND DIGITAL IMAGING  CREATIVE AND PERORMING ARTS 
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Sport, Lifestyle and RecreaƟon enables Stage 6 students to build upon their learning in Years K–10 Personal 
Development, Health and Physical EducaƟon. Specifically, it focuses on those aspects of the learning area that 
relate most closely to parƟcipaƟon in sport and physical acƟvity. 

Sport, Lifestyle and RecreaƟon makes a posiƟve contribuƟon to the total wellbeing of students. They develop 
knowledge and understanding of the value of acƟvity, increased levels of movement skill, competence in a 
wide variety of sport and recreaƟon contexts and skills in planning to be acƟve. These and other aspects of the 
course enable students to adopt and maintain an acƟve lifestyle. 

This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist students in developing: 

 the qualiƟes of a discerning consumer and an intelligent criƟc of physical acƟvity and sport  
 high levels of performance skill in parƟcular sports 
 the capacity to adopt administraƟve roles in community sport and recreaƟon 
 the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness leader. In the context of this course it may 

be possible for students to acquire recognised qualificaƟons in these areas. 

  

Course Content 

 
MODULES 

The modules in Sport, Lifestyle and RecreaƟon are: 

1. AquaƟcs 

2. AthleƟcs 

3. Dance 

4. First Aid and Sports Injuries 

5. Fitness 

6. Games and Sports ApplicaƟons I 

7. Games and Sports ApplicaƟons II 

8. GymnasƟcs 

9. Healthy Lifestyle  

10. Individual Games and Sports ApplicaƟons 

11. Outdoor RecreaƟon 

12. Resistance Training 

13. Social PerspecƟves of Games and Sports 

14. Sports AdministraƟon  

15. Sports Coaching and Training 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  50% 

Skill  50%  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

Laptop 

PDHPE pracƟcal uniform is a MUST 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

The course will also give a sound 
introducƟon to areas of study needed in the 
following careers: Community Health 
Officers, NutriƟonists, Physical EducaƟon 
Teachers, Nurses, First Aid officers, 
Paramedics, Pool and Beach Life Guards, 
Coaches, Fitness Instructors, Personal 
Trainers and Professional Sports Person.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
N/A 

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

 Sports Coaching 
 Personal Trainer 
 Teaching career 
 Sports Administrator 
 Outdoor EducaƟon leader 

SPORTS, LIFESTYLE AND RECREATION  PDHPE 
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2025  Course Descriptor Sport Coaching -  SIS30521 Certificate III in Sport Coaching  Version {_UIVersionString} 

NSW Department of Education RTO 90333 

2025 Sport Coaching Course Descriptor 

SIS30521 Certificate III in Sport Coaching 

This information may change due to the Training Package and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) updates. Notification of vari-
ations will be made in due time with minimal impact. 

Course:  Sport Coaching 
Board Endorsed Course (240 hour) 
(2 units x 2 years or 4 units x 1 year) 

HSC credit – 4 units 
There is no Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for this course  

By enrolling in this VET qualificaƟon with the NSW Department of EducaƟon RTO 90333, you are choosing to parƟcipate in 

a program of study which will provide you a pathway towards, HSC accreditaƟon and a naƟonally recognised qualificaƟon 

(dual accreditaƟon). To receive this qualificaƟon, you must meet the assessment requirements of SIS30521 CerƟficate III 

in Sport Coaching hƩps://training.gov.au/training/details/sis30521. You will be expected to complete all requirements of 

the Registered Training OrganisaƟon and NESA. To gain the full qualificaƟon you must achieve 10 units of competency. A 

statement of aƩainment towards the qualificaƟon is possible if at least one unit of competency is achieved. 

Students may apply  for RecogniƟon of Prior  Learning  (RPL) and/or Credit Transfer  (CT) provided  suitable evidence  is  sub‐

miƩed. 

Transferrable industry skills gained in this course 

 organisational skills 
 teamwork 
 using technology to collate data 

 time management 
 problem solving 
 communication 

Examples of occupations in the sport coaching industry 

 sport coaching development 
officer 

 sports therapist 

 sports club administrator 
 strength and conditioning coach 

 sport journalism 
 sport performance researcher 

VET requirements 

Competency-Based Assessment 
In this course you will work to develop the skills and knowledge described in each unit of competency. To be assessed as competent you 
must demonstrate your ability to satisfactorily complete the tasks required in the assessments. 
  
Appeals and Complaints 
You may lodge a complaint or an appeal about a decision (including assessment decisions) by following the Appeals and Complaints 
Guidelines 

HSC requirements 

Mandatory course requirements 
You must complete 240 indicative hours of course work and a minimum of 35 hours work placement.  Not meeting these requirements 
will incur an `N` determined as required by NESA. 
  
External Assessment 
There is no external assessment (optional HSC examination) for this course.  

Consumable costs:  
$50.00 Sport Coaching shirt and other required resources. 

Refunds 
Refund arrangements are on a pro‐rata basis. 
Please refer to your school refund policy 

A school-based traineeship is available in this course. For more information: 

Exclusions:  Students wanting to complete more than one course in the Sport, Fitness and Recreation Training Package are advised to 
consult with NESA VET course exclusions.  
General information about NESA VET course exclusions can be found https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/
stage-6-learning-areas/vet/course-exclusions    
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2 unit 
Preliminary and HSC 

  Board Endorsed Course   ATAR 
No 

  Hours Studied 
120 per year 

  

Course Outline 
Visual Design provides opportuniƟes for students to experience and learn specific skills and knowledge drawn 
from the various aspects of visual communicaƟon ‐ computer graphics, illustraƟons, photography, film and 
video, all of which can be applied to industry and commerce.  

A workshop type environment provides the students with opportuniƟes to develop their interests and skills, 
realise their creaƟve potenƟal and experiment with a range of material and techniques. Through the 
parƟcipaƟon in this course, students will develop understanding and awareness of the many forms of visual 
expression.  

Students study consists of a comprehensive introducƟon to the many forms of visual expression with emphasis 
on two and three dimensional forms. Students will develop an appreciaƟon and understanding of varied forms 
of visual expression through visual idenƟficaƟon and pracƟcal experimentaƟon involving the use of a variety of 
materials and techniques.  

This Visual Design course encourages students to explore the pracƟces of graphics, wearable product and 
interior/exterior designers in contemporary society and promotes imaginaƟve and innovaƟve approaches to 
design within the context of the Australian environment and culture.  
  

Course Content 

 
PRESCRIBED LIST OF MODULES 

 OccupaƟonal Health and Safety Module (mandatory) 

 Graphic Design (PublicaƟons and InformaƟon, 
IllustraƟon and Cartooning, InteracƟve and 
MulƟmedia) 

 Wearable Design (Clothing and Image, Jewellery and 
Accessories, TexƟles) 

 Product Design (Packaging, Furniture, Industrial) 

 Interior / Exterior Design (Structures and 
Environments, Stage Sets and Props, Interiors) 

 
PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Students will study mandatory module OH&S  
and  
at least THREE topics from the prescribed list of topics, 
covering a range of contexts. 
 

HSC COURSE 
Students will study mandatory module OH&S  
and  
Students will study at least THREE topics from the prescribed 
list. The topics must be different from those studied in the 
Preliminary course. 

 Individual / collaboraƟve project 
 
HSC Assessment  
Internal Assessment WeighƟng  
Design Making  70% 
CriƟcal and Historical Studies  30%  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Special Requirements/ Equipment 
What I need for this course 

A3 Process Diary 

  
RecommendaƟons 

Who should do this course 

Anyone can do this course. It is an excellent 
course for anyone who enjoys more Ɵme 
and focus on pracƟcal tasks as 70% of 
coursework is design making.  

  
Exclusions 

What you can not do with this course 
Work developed for assessment in this 
course may not be used in full or in part for 
assessment in Visual Arts.  

  

Career OpƟons 

How will this subject help me in the future 

This course prepares students for further 
study in a range of arts based courses at 
TAFE, university and other terƟary 
insƟtuƟons.  

Career opƟons include: graphic designer, 
set designer, jewellery designer, illustrator, 
web site designer  

VISUAL DESIGN  CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
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UNIFORM POLICY 
IMPORTANT: PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 

SHOES:  

Light canvas ‘Raben’ shoes/ballet style shoes are NOT ACCEPTABLE due to WH&S regulaƟons. 

Also for Workplace Health & Safety reasons thongs are NOT ACCEPTABLE, students who wear thongs to school will be sent 
home. Common sense should be used when selecƟng footwear. Obviously high plaƞorm shoes OR high plaƞorm joggers 
are not appropriate for school. Shoes MUST have firm uppers. 

JEWELLERY:  

Must be kept to a minimum and be unobtrusive, including studded body piercing. Studded belts are NOT ACCEPTABLE. 

UNIFORM:  

Leggings or Ɵghts worn on their own (ie without a skirt covering them) are NOT ACCEPTABLE. Offending students will be 
asked to report to the Deputy Principal where they will be given a skirt or shorts to wear on loan for the day. Failure to 
comply will result in offending students being sent home. 

Skirts and shorts must be of appropriate length ie: mid‐thigh. 

Skirts, shorts or pants must also be worn at a socially acceptable height at all Ɵmes so that there is no gap between the 
shirt and skirt etc. 

Shirts must be buƩoned up to a socially acceptable height at all Ɵmes.   

PLAIN means WITHOUT paƩerns, stripes, slogans of ANY kind. Brand names are unacceptable unless SMALL in size and 
INSIGNIFICANT to the observer. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT UNIFORMS  

School representaƟve sport jumpers are only to be worn on sports day ie Thursday. 

In very cold/wet weather any jacket worn MUST BE PLAIN NAVY BLUE. 

Footwear  Sports shoes or joggers must be worn. 

Shirt  The Warilla High School Sports Shirt must be worn for PE and Sport. 

Shorts  The Warilla High School Sports Shorts must be worn for PE and Sport. 

    NB: cargo, surf wear or other fashion shorts are not permiƩed. 

Tracksuit The school tracksuit for both boys and girls.   

Jewellery No earrings (except studs), rings, bangles or necklaces. 

 

ON THURSDAYS STUDENTS ARE PERMITTED TO WEAR THEIR PE UNIFORM ALL DAY. 

 IT MUST NOT BE WORN IN NORMAL CLASSROOM LESSONS ON ANY OTHER DAY. 

The majority of uniform items are available from the Uniform Shop  
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EVET 

Externally delivered Vocation Education and Training 

External course providers for Warilla High Students 

 Aerospace Training Services  

 Australian Career Business College 

 Kiama Community College 

 Illawarra ITeC 

 Illawarra ReƟrement Trust 

 TAFE NSW Illawarra 

 The Academy of InteracƟve Entertainment 

 UAVAir Pty Ltd 

 UOW College 

 Whitehouse InsƟtute of Design 

 

EVET INFORMATION 

hƩp://evet.nsw.edu.au 
The EVET website contains informaƟon of all courses, qualificaƟons and providers. The current informaƟon on this website 
relates to 2018, however the website will be updated with 2019 informaƟon in Term 3. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
The Careers Team will interview students and will idenƟfy and discuss courses that may be relevant to the student’s 

educaƟonal and vocaƟonal needs. Once a course has been selected students will need to complete an EVET Expression of 

Interest form issued during interviews. 

 

Term 3 August Closing date for students to submit EOI to Careers Adviser 
  September Careers Adviser enters student applicaƟons onto EVET tool 

Term 4 Students are either offered, declined or put on waiƟng list for courses 
  Students offered courses return signed enrolment forms to the Careers Adviser 
   

WHAT IS EVET? 
EVET courses are approved by the Department of EducaƟon and are delivered by approved external RTO. 

 
EVET Courses: 

 have been developed or endorsed by the NSW EducaƟonal Standards Authority (NESA) 

 provide credit towards a naƟonally recognised Australian QualificaƟon Framework (AQF) qualificaƟon 

 counts as units of study on the Year 11 and/or the Year 12 HSC/Record of Student Achievement (ROSA) 

 may contribute to your ATAR 

 assist you to acquire new skills and capabiliƟes 

 are appropriate for any ability level, including those who plan to proceed to university 

 are taught by teachers who have direct industry links 
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WILL I GET A NATIONALLY RECOGNISED QUALIFICATION? 
At the end of your EVET course you may receive two sets of credenƟals. 

A full CerƟficate qualificaƟon OR a Statement of AƩainment depending on whether you complete the full course. 

Credit towards your HSC. 

TYPES OF EVET COURSES 
All EVET courses count towards HSC unit credit and are classified by NESA as either Industry Curriculum Framework (ICF) 
courses or Board Endorsed Courses (BEC). 

ICF courses have an HSC examinaƟon and count towards the calculaƟon of your ATAR (maximum of 1 ICF course) 

BECs are approved by NESA but do not have an HSC examinaƟon or count towards your ATAR. 

 

COURSE ATTENDANCE 
All EVET courses have individual aƩendance requirements and delivery methods set by the RTO.  

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? 
EVET courses are free for NSW Government school students. The NSW Department of EducaƟon has a procurement process 

to approve and fund EVET courses from a variety of RTOs. 

TRAVEL COSTS 
You are responsible for arranging and paying for travel to and from EVET courses. 

STUDENTS WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS 
Students with disabiliƟes will have support requirements determined prior to an Expression of Interest form being 

submiƩed.  InformaƟon about this is available from the school. 
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Externally Delivered VET (EVET) 
Externally Delivered VocaƟonal EducaƟon and Training (EVET) courses are delivered by TAFE or other VET Providers. 

EVET allows school students to gain workplace skills and experience to get a head‐start on their chosen career. 

EVET allows you to: 

 gain pracƟcal, work‐related skills to enhance your future employment opportuniƟes. 
 complete units that count towards your Higher School CerƟficate (HSC). 
 start or complete a naƟonally‐recognised VET qualificaƟon while sƟll at school. 
 receive a naƟonally‐accredited CerƟficate qualificaƟon or a Statement of AƩainment if you achieve in one or 

more units of competency. Most EVET courses arƟculate into further naƟonally accredited courses delivered 
by TAFE, or other private providers. 

EVET courses are offered across a variety of job areas, such as children's services, automoƟve mechanics, animal 
studies, human services (nursing), and many more. 

EVET courses offer dual accreditaƟon: students who successfully complete these courses will gain unit credit toward 
their Higher School CerƟficate (HSC) and will also receive a naƟonally recognised industry based qualificaƟon. 

EVET Board Developed Courses contribute to the Australian TerƟary Admissions Rank (ATAR) with students able to sit 
for an opƟonal Higher School CerƟficate examinaƟon.  

Work placement 

Many EVET courses include some Ɵme working in the industry area of your course. This is called Work Placement and 
students learn new skills and apply the skills they have already learnt as part of their course. EVET 240 hour Board 
Developed Courses include mandatory work placement of 70 hours. Board Endorsed Courses may also have a 
mandatory work placement component.  

Work placement helps students to: 
 gain insights into the kind of career they would like to have 
 make informed decisions about further training and study 
 become more employable 
 be beƩer equipped for business and employment opportuniƟes.  

When applying for an EVET course students and their parents will need to show that career pathway planning is 
integral to the student’s course selecƟon. The student needs to understand the commitment required including: 
 the compleƟon of all course requirements, including mandatory work placement 
 regular aƩendance. Students are responsible for arranging their own travel and meeƟng the travel costs 
 Ɵmetabling issues which may require students to catch up on class work missed at school. 
 having access to the required equipment and resources 

Skills at School Virtual VET Courses 
Virtual courses (TAFE Launchpad courses) will be added to the EVET Tool for 2024. Please invesƟgate these to ensure 
these courses are suitable for your students and your school site. Details of these courses are outlined in the course 
descriptor on the EVET website, including if courses have a face to face component. Refer to the website: Virtual VET 
courses (nsw.gov.au).  

Note:  A student cannot be enrolled in a course with the same course code more than once. AddiƟonal course NESA 
exempƟons may apply. Please refer to NESA and check with your school before selecƟng courses. 

EVET MarkeƟng for 2024                                                                                                                                                                 

ApplicaƟons to undertake an EVET course will open to schools week 9, term 2.  Closing date for first round offers 
is the first week of September 2024. Students may select more than one course however the first preference will 
be offered based on course availability. Students must read the course descriptor before selecƟng the course. 

Contact the school’s VET coordinator or careers adviser for details on what EVET courses are available, 
exempƟons and how to apply. 
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