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Principal’s Message
What a term, maybe I should be saying what a year!!! Well, we are on the back half of Term 4, and things are slowly returning
to some form of normal, and I thank you for the great work you have done and are doing to work with us in these days of
ever-changing craziness.
I must admit I was betting there would not be an HSC exam period, but I have been proven wrong, and our amazing Year 12
started their exams this week. I include at the end of my “message” some very heart-warming photos of our wonderful Year
12s. I congratulate them on their sensible and mature behaviour on their last day. It was a new tradition different to our
assembly, “clapping” them out as they walked through the entire school, and classes lined the hallway walls “clapping” them
to convey both their congratulations on their great work and best wishes for their future.
There are currently so many rules and regulations around the exams, but I will share with you the few that may impact on
your student. In the unfortunate event that a student presents for the exams and then is positive for COVID we will be told
by the Department of Health and given instructions as to how to proceed. To try and minimise impact, students are asked to
1/ Not present for an exam if they feel unwell, but rather go to get tested and tell them they are a HSC student, as this will
fast track their results. A doctor’s certificate will be needed so we can ask for Special Provisions for this exam. The school will
help fill in the required paperwork to support your student. Mr Shaw and Miss Sheehan are currently working hard with Mr
Kershaw and I to apply for “special considerations” for all of our students after their 15-week “lockdown”, and we will keep
fighting for them to have as many advantages as possible after their experience.
2/ Arrive in time for the exam and sign in as required. They need to wear a face mask during the exam, and air purifiers (15
in total) have been installed to ensure air quality is as pure and “virus-free” as possible.
3/ Leave the exam area at the end of the time. We are encouraging all students to stay for the full exam period, as sometimes
students think of something extra to add after they have left, and every mark counts. The better all our Year 12 performs,
the higher their marks are scaled up, so it is a team effort!!!
Year 12 worries aside, there are a few other things to update you on. Our wonderful Mr Kershaw has successfully applied for
a full-time Deputy Principal position at Bombaderry High School. He has worked at Warilla High for just on
twelve years and made a significant impact on making our school the outstanding place that it is. So, it is
with sadness that we farewell him and thank Mrs Dian Masters for stepping up to fulfil this position until
the end of the year. During the lockdown, Mr Kershaw, Mr Hales and I became the Three Amigos, coming

Issue 1 – Term 4 – Week 7

15 November 2021

to school every day to be there for your students and their needs. I acknowledge the fact that we were the only school to
have such a heavy senior executive presence, but we wanted to be here for the needs of our students.
I know everything I write about seems to have a COVID overtone, maybe that is because these rules dictate what we can and
can’t do as a school, and the rules change nearly every day. At the moment, we are told not to mix our year groups (cohorts),
so we have changed the timetable and times for breaks. So far, it is working, but we are not sorry to be enforcing the use of
facial masks when students are not eating or exercising. I am sure you are aware of numerous local schools that have had to
be closed because of COVID exposure. Any student who does not comply with wearing their mask in the hallways or
classrooms will need to be collected by their carers. As an airborne virus, we are trying to keep our 1300 students, and in
turn their families and the community, as safe as possible. I know we had various families during the lockdown who were
diagnosed with COVID, and we, as a school, wish them well for their recovery.
A few of our traditional things have been managed, even if it is in a different form. Our new School Leaders have been elected,
and we congratulate them on this recognition by their peers and the school staff. These students produced some amazing
videos of them explaining who they are and what they stand for in terms of Warilla High. I was so impressed by all of our
candidates and congratulate their families on raising such outstanding young people. Well done to Ryan Scheu, Claire
Woolley, Seb Velasco and Brooke Wilkins as our 2021/2022 School Captains. Congratulations also to Adam Bosevski, Ebony
Best and Jake Charlston for their new leadership positions
We are hoping, COVID rules allowing, to see these new leaders installed by the outgoing leadership team at the Year 12
Graduation. That brings me to another place where I am pushing the rule. We are anticipating that we will be holding a formal
Year 12 Graduation ceremony on Friday 3 December, but more details as we are sure of what is allowed. Abiding by the
current rules, we can have two adults per student attend this ceremony. They will need to be double vaccinated and be able
to show this as they sign in to the ceremony. If there are extra adults who wish to attend, such as Grandparents, please
contact me, and I will apply for the extra family members to be approved. Social distancing may still be required between
family groups. Further to this, if you have another child in a different Year group who you wish to attend with your family,
please let me know, and we will arrange this as well. I appreciate that ceremonies such as this are very important to families,
and I will bend the rules to ensure you and your family have an enjoyable and safe experience.
Very recently, we have also been told that Year 12 will be able to have a Formal event. As this is held in the outside
community, we need to abide by their rules, and this has also been explained to the students already. It is booked for 6:00
pm on Wednesday 8th December at Kiama Pavilions. As this is an outside venue, we will all need to obey the COVID rules they
have in place from the Public Health Order. While all these rules are in place to try and make them as safe as possible, we
are trying our best to give our beautiful Year 12 students an event they will enjoy.
Congratulations to all of our students, as they have mostly returned with a positive attitude and ready to work. We will be
teaching right up until the end of the year to attempt to make up some of the ground that may have been lost while we were
all in lockdown. Watch Facebook or your emails as the only real function we are looking at holding before the end of the year
will be some form of Prizegiving, but given we can’t mix our Year groups, we are yet to determine what it will look like.
Keep safe and enjoy these photographs of Year 12.
With kind regards,
Ms Brook,
Principal
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Deputies’ Report
How wonderful it has been to finally be back together with all of our students and teachers back into the classroom. It has
mostly been a smooth transition from learning from home back into the school environment, and the students are to be
congratulated for their patience, cooperation and versatility in dealing with the necessary changes to the school day,
including their break-times and playground areas they are allowed to access in order to remain safe.
One of the highlights of the school day has been for the Deputies to meet and greet the students arriving each morning, with
the offer of a face mask if needed and to praise their compliance with the wearing of masks for everyone’s safety. It must
also be noted that the student’s compliance with the wearing of our school uniform has been excellent and is being worn
with obvious pride - Well done, to everyone.
Most parents are aware of NAPLAN, which provides a snapshot of a student’s performance in literacy and numeracy at
specific points in their education journey. Schools, however, use a variety of other assessments throughout the years to gain
information regarding student performance in aspects of literacy and numeracy. These allow strategies to be put in place to
target areas of student weakness and build on student strengths.
One of these assessments is ‘Check-in’, which we used with our Stage 4 students on their return to face-to-face learning. This
assessment focuses on the reading element of literacy as well as numeracy. It is pleasing to note that after the extended
lockdown, our students have performed better than students at other secondary schools identified as being statistically
similar to Warilla High School. This corresponds with our school data demonstrating that our Stage 4 students were, on the
most part, highly engaged with online learning. It can therefore be inferred that this ongoing connection with their learning
has seen them through lockdown in a good place to move forward into 2022 with a positive mindset and the skills to be
successful.
As a final note in this report, both Mr Ind and Mr Hales, on behalf of the school community, would like to congratulate Mr
Stephen Kershaw on his new position as Deputy Principal of Bomaderry High School. It has been a pleasure to work alongside
Stephen, both as a colleague and a friend. He will be greatly missed.
Mr Hales, Mr Ind and Mr Kershaw
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Calendar

IMPORTANT MESSAGES

Week 7A

LATE ARRIVAL – CHANGE OF PROCEDURES

19/11/2021 White Ribbon Day

Up until 9.30am go to the side window of the
Library between ‘A’ block and the Library block.
One of the Office Staff will record your
information and give you a late slip to get into
class. After 9.30am report to the front office.
Arriving late 3 times without a note from
parent/guardian will result in parents being
contacted by the school and consequences will
apply.

Week 8B
24/11/2021 Year 9 Peer Support Training Day

Week 9A
29/11/2021 Year 11 Drama Presentation

UPDATING STUDENT DETAILS

02/12/2021 Aboriginal Education Assembly

If you change your address, phone number,
including mobile number, or other contact details
could you please let the school know as soon as
possible?

03/12/2021 Year 12 Graduation

Week 10B
PRIVATE PERSONAL PROPERTY

08/12/2021 Presentation Day
08/12/2021 Year 12 Formal
10/12/2021 Wellbeing Gold Award Excursion

Personal property which is brought to school is
the sole responsibility of the individual. The
school is not insured to cover loss or damage.
PARKING IN SCHOOL ZONES
Heavy fines are imposed for illegal dropping off
or picking up students in school zone hours.

Week 11A
13/12/2021 Celebrating Success Assemblies
17/12/2021 Last Day of Term 4

The school car park is for staff parking only and is
not to be used for dropping off or picking up
students.

Week 1A

RIDING A BIKE TO SCHOOL

28/01/2022 Staff Development Day

Students who ride a bike to school are required
by law to wear a helmet.
STUDENT ABSENCES

Week 2B

Students must bring a note to explain their
absences. A green ‘Absence Book’ is available
from the front office. Unexplained absences will
appear on the student’s report.

31/01/2022 Staff Development Day
01/02/2022 Year 7, 11 & 12 Return
02/02/2022 Year 8, 9 & 10 Return

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Week 3A
07/02/2022
08/02/2022

SRC Camp

09/02/2022 Immunisations (Year 7 2021 Catchup)

Parents experiencing financial difficulties can
apply for support through the Student Assistance
Scheme. Funds are available to help with subject
fees, school uniform and books. All enquiries
through the front office.

11/02/2022 Swimming Carnival
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Year 10
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Year 10 back to school. Once again, they have proved to be a group of
resilient young people. The return to school process has been a smooth one for Year 10, and even though we have not
returned to “normal”, the transition to face to face learning has been very welcomed.
During the lockdown, apart from the challenges of online learning, Year 10 had to select their subjects for next year. This was
an important decision for students, and I would like to thank the Careers team for their support of Year 10 students during
this period. If students have any questions or concerns about their subject selections, they should approach the careers team
or me.
Year 10 was also given the opportunity to select the type of senior jumper they would prefer. Through a voting process on
the Year 10 Google Classroom, they chose to have a hoodie for their senior years. Now we are at the stage of selecting the
design, and soon they will have the opportunity to purchase these online. I’m hoping that we can have the jumpers ready to
go for the colder months of term 2 next year. More details of this are yet to come.
The year is not over yet, and I would like to encourage all students to keep up with all their hard work!
Mrs Ratajkoski
Year 10 Advisor

From the Library
It has been great having Year 7 library classes back in the library again, enjoying new books in our lovely new space.

We currently have a free trial for audiobooks running until December 17, 2021, through Wheelers, which is our e-book
subscription service.
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The ePlatform e-Book and Audiobook app gives students
access to their digital collections, anywhere, anytime.
It’s quick, simple, and free to install. Within minutes you’ll be
able to read your library e-Books or listen to Audiobooks
anywhere, any time, on multiple arrays of devices. You can
even read and listen offline. Just log in once and begin
reading; when you exit, your place is automatically
bookmarked and saved so you can begin reading again with
just one click.

WHY YOU WILL LOVE EPLATFORM

o

Smart features to assist people with visual reading challenges like Dyslexia
friendly settings.

o

Define or search words when reading.

o

Smart Settings Wizard with the ability to customise - font type, font size,
spacing between letters, words and lines, background colour, enable night
mode and adjust brightness.

o

Synchronise reading location, highlights, notes and settings between devices.

o

Reading speed control and sleep timer are available when listening to an
audiobook.

o
Scholastic Book Club
Book Club provides families with an affordable and convenient way to bring
the best in children’s literature into their homes. Each issue contains
curated, age-appropriate titles that have been carefully selected and
levelled by a dedicated team of professional book lovers.
As well as bridging the important class-to-home reading gap, Book Club also
benefits Australian schools—for every Book Club order placed, Scholastic
gives back 20% of the order spend to schools to purchase valuable
educational resources via its Scholastic Rewards program.

Students can then order and pay through the online portal LOOP. You can
access the catalogue online at:
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6530/bc721final.pdf

Mrs McInnes & Mrs Atley
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Italian
During Week 10 of remote learning, students of 7.2 participated in the inaugural Interschool Italian Language Competition.
Warilla High School versed Lake Illawarra High School using the online platform Education Perfect. Students were required
to answer as many questions in Italian as possible over a four day period in Term 3, to earn the championship title.
Even after nine weeks of lockdown, many students found their inner gamer and displayed their rivalry spirit and clicked the
mouse to answer over 13000 questions. Positions on the ladder board fluctuated, and when a student felt they were being
rivalled by Lake, they stepped up their game and answered some more questions. At the conclusion of the event, over 29480
questions were answered between both schools.
Warilla managed to win the overall points and title of the competition. Lake High left winners too, with extremely high points
per student average and the top four scoring students.
A huge congratulations to Aliesha, Elinore and Austin for each earning over 1000 points and bronze level status.
Credit level status was achieved by Isabella, Addyson, Cooper and Noah for their amazing effort, individually earning over
500 points.
Congratulations to all the students who participated. A pizza party is scheduled in recognition of your outstanding effort.
Mrs Wiecek
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