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Principal’s Message 
Hi there families and carers!!! Term 3 is nearly halfway over, and we are back to being as busy as we have ever 
been. On the good side, the days are slowly getting longer, so we know that warmer things are coming!! 

Weeks 3 and 4 saw our Year 12 students undertake their Trial HSC examinations. They have returned to class in 
Week 5 and are receiving feedback from their teachers about their performance. I hope your student has done 
well and is using this as a chance to take this feedback on board as they move towards the final exams. It is hard 
to believe they have only five weeks left before they finish their 13-year experience in the classroom. I do have 
to share a comment from one of the independent people who watched over Year 12 when they were sitting for 
their trials, “Year 12 were the best behaved, most polite and well-mannered students I have come across in 
quite a while”. If one of these students is yours, congratulations on bringing up such an outstanding young 
person!!!  

Some important dates for Year 12 that are fast approaching….. 

Graduation Practice and Mystery Day Tuesday 24th  September 
Dress Up Day Wednesday 25th September 
Graduation Thursday 26th September 
HSC Exam Period Tuesday 25th October – Friday 8th November 
Sign-out Monday 11th November 
Formal Thursday 14th November 

 

We know that wonderful things are happening at Warilla High School, but the start of the term saw our staff 
recognised for their excellence. Congratulations to all of the science faculty for receiving The Secretary’s Award 
for an Outstanding School Initiative for their work around HSC Success Science. Congratulations also to Mr 
McGillivray for receiving The Minister’s Award for Excellence in Teaching. Well done to all involved and it is proof 
of the wonderful things that are happening in our classrooms.  

Another positive is the number “reward” and “cultural” excursions we have held recently. As Principal, I have 
some discretionary funds that I am using to supplement various excursions that are being promoted to our well-
behaved and good-attending students. It makes me very happy to allow students to have these experiences and 
by me paying for half the ticket price and in some instances the cost of the coach to Sydney as well 
more students can afford to take part in these rich cultural experiences. More excursions are coming 
soon that are again much like these, including Southern Stars and Hamilton. 
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https://www.facebook.com/WarillaHigh
http://warilla-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/


 Issue 1 – Term 3 – Week 5 19 August 2024 

 

 Excellence | Respect | Integrity | Compassion     Page 2 

 

Thank you to Ms Neden, Katrina, Balunn, Alana and the many students who helped create our amazing art 
installation celebrating NAIDOC week. Last week we used the netball courts as the canvas and used chalk and 
coloured sands to draw the theme for the year, “Keep the fires burning. Blak, loud and Proud”. Here is an aerial 
shot about halfway through. Thank you to the students and staff who participated, it was an inclusive, 
supportive and fun day for all involved.  

 

Can I remind everyone that phones have been banned in NSW schools for nearly a year. The policy is “Off and 
Away, Gate to Gate”. This ban has made a huge and very positive impact on the school. Recently, however, 
some of our students have been trying to use their phones, and we have the same consistent response: they 
will be locked up for the day, and on the third confiscation, they can only be given back to a parent. Please 
reinforce this by having a conversation with your child at home.  

 

Enjoy the rest of the newsletter, as it is evidence of the many wonderful things that are happening in and around 
Warilla High!!! 

 

With kind regards, 
Ms Brook, Principal 
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Calendar 

Week 5A 

19/08/24 – 
23/08/24 

Check-In Testing 

20/08/24 Young Women’s Program 

23/08/24 – 
26/08/24 

Lady Elliot Island Excursion 

23/08/24 Coondoo Classic Bike Comp 

 

Week 6B 

23/08/24 – 
26/08/24 

Lady Elliot Island Excursion 

26/08/24 – 
27/08/24 

My Strengths Program 

28/08/24 Scrabble Comp – Local Schools 

29/08/24 Taiko Drumming Excursion 

29/08/24 Plant Sale & BBQ 

30/08/24 Scrabble Comp – COS 

 

Week 7A 

03/09/24 Japan Culture Excursion 

03/09/24 Fizzics Science Show 

 

Week 8B 

11/08/24 – 
13/08/24 

Year 11 Prelim Exams 

10/08/24 Year 12 DEADLY Awards 

13/08/24 R U OK? Day 

 

Week 9A 

18/08/24 Hamilton Excursion 

 

Week 10B 

24/08/24 Year 12 Grad Practise/Mystery Day 

25/08/24 Year 12 Dress Up Day 

26/08/24 Year 12 Graduation 

27/08/24 Last Day of Term 3 

  

IMPORTANT MESSAGES 

LATE ARRIVAL – CHANGE OF PROCEDURES 

Up until 9.30am go to the side window of the 
Library between ‘A’ block and the Library 
block. One of the Office Staff will record your 
information and give you a late slip to get into 
class. After 9.30am report to the front office. 
Arriving late 3 times without a note from 
parent/guardian will result in parents being 
contacted by the school and consequences 
will apply. 

UPDATING STUDENT DETAILS 

If you change your address, phone number, 
including mobile number, or other contact 
details could you please let the school know as 
soon as possible? 

PRIVATE PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Personal property which is brought to school is 
the sole responsibility of the individual. The 
school is not insured to cover loss or damage. 

PARKING IN SCHOOL ZONES 

Heavy fines are imposed for illegal dropping off 
or picking up students in school zone hours. 

The school car park is for staff parking only and 
is not to be used for dropping off or picking up 
students. 

RIDING A BIKE TO SCHOOL 

Students who ride a bike to school are required 
by law to wear a helmet. 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

Students must bring a note to explain their 
absences. A green ‘Absence Book’ is available 
from the front office. Unexplained absences 
will appear on the student’s report. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Parents experiencing financial difficulties can 
apply for support through the Student 
Assistance Scheme. Funds are available to 
help with subject fees, school uniform and 
books. All enquiries through the front office. 
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2024 HSC Disability Support Provisions 

Disability Support Provisions are adjustments approved by NESA that can be used by students when sitting 
in the HSC. The HSC support provisions are implemented for those students with disability who couldn't 
otherwise make a fair attempt at the HSC exams. Support provisions are practical interventions that allow 
students to access the exams on the same basis as students without disability.  

Adjustments permitted by NESA are determined by the functional impact the student’s disability has on their 
ability to access and attempt HSC exams.  

Disability covered by these provisions include, but are not limited to, Autism, reading, writing and numeracy 
difficulties, very poor handwriting, excessive pain caused by writing, mental health conditions, anxiety, 
depression, ADHD, colour blindness, vision and hearing difficulties, medical conditions e.g. diabetes, 
epilepsy, chronic back pain, physical injury. Provisions may include but are not limited to braille papers, 
large-print papers, use of a reader and/or writer, extra time, or rest breaks, small group supervision, stand 
and stretch, diabetic provisions. 

Applications for students are lodged online by the Warilla HS. Each student’s application is discussed with 
the student and parents or carers. The provisions sought are dependent on the support needs of the student. 

Applications for support provisions generally close on the last Day of term 1, 2024. Late applications can be 
lodged and are generally considered. 

If you would like to find out more, contact Ros Gaynor (roslyn.gaynor@det.nsw.edu.au) Learning and Support 
Teacher. 

 

NAIDOC at WHS  

 
This year’s NAIDOC Week at Warilla High School was a powerful and vibrant celebration of Indigenous 
culture, reflecting the theme "Keep the Fire Burning: Blak, Loud & Proud." As NAIDOC Week 2024 fell within 
the school holidays, our students celebrated it on Friday, 2nd August. Our school embraced this year's theme 
through an engaging activity and artistic expression, culminating in a standout event that showcased our 
commitment to honouring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage.  

A highlight of our NAIDOC Week celebrations was the stunning Chalk and Sand Art displayed on our sports 
court. Students and staff collaborated to transform the court into a canvas of rich, colourful patterns and 
symbols that celebrate Indigenous culture and stories. This creative project not only added a vibrant touch 
to our school grounds but also served as a meaningful visual representation of the "Blak, Loud & Proud" spirit 
of this year's theme. The intricate designs included traditional patterns, Dreamtime stories, and significant 
cultural symbols, all created with care and respect. The process of creating these artworks involved students 
from various year levels working together, fostering a sense of community and shared purpose. The artworks 
were a testament to the rich cultural heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and provided 
an educational experience for all involved. 

Our NAIDOC Week celebrations were enhanced by the involvement of local Indigenous community members 
and leaders. Their participation in events and workshops added invaluable insights and perspectives, 
enriching the learning experience for our students. The community’s presence was a powerful reminder of 
the importance of maintaining strong connections between our school and the broader Indigenous 

mailto:roslyn.gaynor@det.nsw.edu.au
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community. As we reflect on this year's NAIDOC Week, it's clear that the celebrations were not only a 
success in terms of engagement and participation but also in fostering a deeper appreciation for Indigenous 
cultures within our school community. The Chalk and Sand Art project, in particular, stands out as a symbol 
of our collective effort to honour and celebrate the heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 

NAIDOC Week 2024 at Warilla High School was a memorable and impactful event marked by artistic 
expression, community involvement, and a shared commitment to celebrating Indigenous cultures. We 
extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to making this week a success and look forward to 
building on this momentum in the future.  
 

A big thank you to our Aboriginal Education Team Ms Janine Neden, Mrs Katrina Simon, Ms Daneal Kuiper, 
Ms Alana Nicholls, Mr Brandon Harry & Mr Balunn Simon for organising such a successful day. To all the staff 
and students who took the time out of their busy schedules to participate in our fantastic event, THANK YOU! 
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NAIDOC Touch Footy  
 

On Monday 5th August 12 students along with Katrina and Alana attended Illawarra Sports High for the annual 
NAIDOC touch footy competition, competing against local high schools. 
 
Game 1 saw us up against Dapto High which we won 8-1, with Tommy and Ezzakai crossing for doubles. 
Game 2 we beat Kanahooka High 8-0 with Chayce scoring a triple. 
Game 3 was against a tough Oak Flats High team, and we came out on top 5-3, with Jack scoring a double. 
 
We came first in our pool, so we had the bye for the first rounds of finals. We played Albion Park High in the 
semi-final; it was a very fast game with some great talent on show. Warilla High won 7-4, which put us in the 
GF against Illawarra Sports High for the 3rd year in a row. 
 
Our team got off to a great start with a 2-0 lead and we thought the drought was finally broken BUT we went 
down 3-2. 
 
A big congratulations to all our players who represented our school with pride and good sportsmanship: Talia, 
Zara, Mimi, Tariq, Ezzakai, Harley I, Chayce, Tane, Levi, Tommy, Jack and Harley T. 
 
Thanks to ISH and AEO Lisa Poole for a great day. 
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Success Passport Claims! 

Well done to the many students so far who have used their Success points to claim prizes and gifts so far! 

 

Congratulations to: 

• Sienna Russell 

• Keilani Wright 

• Skylar Lawler 
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• David Novakovic 

• Riley Marshall 

• Kalarni Willis 

• Chelsea Swanenberg 

• Libby Durey 

• Mikaylla Constantinou 

• Harley Bird 

• Ellie Baxter 

• Cayden Adelberg 

• Levi Lewis 

• Dexter Spiga 

• Dean Jackson 

• Sam McLeod 

• Byron Harkness 

• Daniel Strickland-Deeley 

• Vanicedale Nicholson-Potaka 

• Sienna Munro 

• Sienna James 

• Lucy Nedelkoski 

For claiming from the list of ongoing prizes this year. Congratulations also to the many students who have 
claimed prizes and gifts that have been generously donated by the McKeage-Cole Foundation. 
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Year 11 

The end is nigh! 

As we pass of the mid-point of term 3, so too does the finishing line for Year 11 well and truly come into focus. 
Year 11 are to be congratulated for how well they have transitioned into senior school this year. They are 
among the most populous group that attends our extra study programs, like Senior Study Club on 
Wednesday, and I am even more pleased to see how much they are using the resources available to them 
from the Hive in our Library; these great habits will serve them well during the Preliminary Exam period.  

Speaking of... the Preliminary Exams will bring Year 11 to a close at the end of this term, with exam running 
from 11th September through to 23rd September. Students will receive a personalised timetable closer to the 
date. Following on from this our PDHPE department is busy organising the Life Ready Camp for our cohort 
and I am looking forward to sharing this information with you once it becomes available.  

Mr Brandon Harry  

 

Year 12 
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Sports Report 

South Coast Gymnastics  

The South Coast 2024 Gymnastics Championships were 
held 

We were successful in having many students compete 
across various apparatuses, as shown by their results 
below. Congratulations to Lilly O’Neill, Ane Pretorius, Laynie 
Munro, Lachlan Buttel, Lexi Talbott, Zoe Borg, Skylar Lawler 
on their achievements  

• Lachlan Buttel - 1st Floor, 3rd high bar, 1st P Bars, 
2nd Pommel, 1st Vault, 1st Overall 

• 2024 NSWCHSSA MAG Regional Champions - South 
Coast 

• Lexi Talbott - 3rd bars, Division A 3rd overall 
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• Division A Regional Champions - South Coast team - Lexi, Chilli, Caitlin and Alyssa 
• Zoe Borg - WAG Div C team 3rd overall - Zali, Zoey and Ayla 
• Laynie Munro - WAG Division E Champions - South Coast team - Maci, Grace, Laynie, Eden, Emily 
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Open Boys Touch Football 

On Tuesday, the 30th of July, the Warilla High School Opens Boys Touch Team competed in a one-on-one 
game against Engadine High School. This was the top 20 in the South Coast with the winner progressing to 
the Top 10 for the NSW State.  

The boys started off well and maintained within 2 points of Engadine. The scoreline blew out to 9-5 in 
Engadine’s favour. However, the Warilla team spirit was high, as the boys never gave up and continued to 
be competitive until the end.  

The Boys should be very proud of their achievements in reaching the final 20. They hope to keep the same 
team next year and work on the combinations to go one better in 2025. 

A special thanks to John Clune and Glenn Southwell for their efforts in refereeing a fantastic game of touch. 
We appreciate your support and generosity. 

We had a guest appearance from our beloved Denise Clune who was inspirational with her presence and 
advice in pushing the boys to their limits.  

 

U15’s Boys AFL - CHS knockout 

Today our U15’s Boys AFL team played in the South Coast semi-final against Kiama HS as part of the CHS 
AFL knockout competition. The team has come a long way since their first game of the year finishing in the 
top 4 in the South 
Coast after falling 
short of the regional 
final, going down 66-
48 against Kiama. 

 

The boys played the 
game in great spirits 
and represented 
Warilla HS with 
pride. 
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National Championships 15’s Girls AFL – Chloe Richards 

Congratulations to Chloe Richards on her 
recent success at the National AFL 
Championships. Her NSW All Schools 
Team was very successful and made it to 
the grand final, placing 2nd overall in the 
country. All reports acknowledge Chloe as 
a hardworking and enthusiastic player who 
was an integral part of her team's success.  

Well done Chloe! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Rugby League 

Our 14s Girls Rugby League Team 
travelled to Wagga Wagga this week 
for the southern semi-final of the 
2024 Schoolgirl Trophy. The girls 
played four games across the day 
and displayed impressive skill, 
teamwork and determination in all 
areas, winning 3 of 4 games and 
earning their spot in the next round 
of the competition! We are 
incredibly proud of how they 
represented WHS and our values 
throughout the trip. Huge thanks to 
our parent volunteers, families who 
made the trip to come and support, 
coaches Mr Fowler, Ms Collyer and 
our comms hero Ms Spero. 
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National Championships 16’s Girls Rugby  

League – Ella Greatz & Michala Hardy 

Congratulations to Ella Greatz & Michala Hardy on their 
recent success at the 16’s Australian National 
Championships. NSW CHS were crowned champions of the 
tournament. Further recognition to Ella Greatz for being 
announced as the NSW CHS Player of the Tournament. Both 
girls were outstanding throughout and were a credit to their 
team.  

 

 

 

 

 

National Championships 18’s Girls Rugby League – 
Indie Bostock 

CONGRATULATIONS to our Year 12 student Indie Bostock 
on her recent selection in the Australian School Girls 
Team for 2024. This comes from her success with the 
NSW CHS side at the National 18’s Championships held 
at Coffs Harbour. She will compete against the Pacifica 
Nations in October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Lawn Bowls – Zoe Davies  

In early July, Zoe Davies Competed in the NSW All Schools Lawn Bowls Championships.  

Zoe represented NSW GOLD in the Teams event. She had a very successful championships and was a 
credit to her team. From all reports, she was well respected and represented Warilla High School with 
diligence. Congratulations, Zoe! 
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Cross Country WHS Age Champions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zone Cross Country Age Champions 

12 Girls – Ryah Hayward 

13 Boys – Jed Fowler 

15 Girls – Lillian Wiecek 

16 Girls – Skye Bell 

17 Boys – Moses Fowler 

18 Girls – Alexis Bell 

 

Qualifiers for Regional 

Luke Watson, Cameron Gallerty, Jaxson Large, Dakota Rees, Hazel Leis, Max Cohen, Fleur Burke, Lara 
Yuksel, Lucas Galic, Ruby Thomas, Mikayla Hill, Maria Flor Santana De Castro, Cooper Walsh, Aidan Nolan, 
Sienna Munro, Cooper Simpson, Thomas Hayman, Harry Ryall, Reece Wooley and Jacinta Rogers 

 

Regional Cross Country  

NSW STATE CROSS COUNTRY QUALIFIED   

Congratulations to 9 of our students for qualifying for the 
NSW State Cross Country!   

- Ryah Hayward 9th   
- Luke Watson  9th  
- Jed Fowler 10th   
- Max Cohen 3rd   
- Moses Fowler 7th   
- Jacinta Rogers 3rd  
- Skye Bell 2nd   
- Sienna Munro 8th     
- Alexis Bell AQ  

 

 

 

12 Boys – Luke Watson 

13 Boys – Jed Fowler 

14 Boys – Koby Matthesius 

15 Boys – Josiah Fowler 

16 Boys – Aidan Nolan 

17+ Boys – Moses Fowler 

 

12 Girls – Ryah Hayward 

13 Girls – Mikki Kerr 

14 Girls - Lara Yuksel 

15 Girls – Lillian Wiecek 

16 Girls – Skye Bell 

17+ Girls – Alexis Bell 
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Zone Athletics  

Zone Athletics this year was held at the Kerryn McCann Athletics Track in Wollongong. 

All out 80+ athletes competed exceptionally and can be very proud of their efforts. We had records broken 
on the day that stemmed back 47 years with Skye Bell in the 800m. Moses fowler stopped the clock 7 
seconds quicker than the record set 10+ years ago in the 1500m.  

Warilla High was named the overall School Champion  

Age Champion  

- 13’s Girls Maddison McWilliams 48 points 
- 15's Girls- Lillian Wiecek (8418) 62 points 
- 17-18’s Girls- Jacinta Rogers (8418) 51 points 

 

Warilla High had 60+ students qualify for the regional championships  

CHAMPION SCHOOL IN THE SOUTHERN ILLAWARRA ZONE - WARILLA HIGH SCHOOL 

- SWIMMING 
- CROSS COUNTRY 
- ATHLETICS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a very significant achievement; all students and staff are very proud of their hard work and 
dedication to sport and academic success.  

Miss Nolan 

Sports Organiser  
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Foreshore Centre News 

Last term, as part of their music program, students from the Foreshore Centre took part in Bucket Drum 
lessons. During these lessons, students explored various techniques, rhythms, and beats. As their skills 
progressed, students learned how to play along with a range of songs.  
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